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Service  Since  1858 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  (APH)  has  served  our  nation’s 
blind  and  visually  impaired  citizens 
since  before  the  Civil  War.  Founded 
in  1858,  APH  is  the  oldest  company 
in  the  U.S.  dedicated  to  creating 
products  for  people  who  are  blind  and 
visually  impaired  and  is  the  largest 
organization  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Extensive  Range  of  Products 

APH’s  product  lines  uphold  our 
mission  and  include  a wide  variety  of 
unique  educational  and  daily  living 
items.  A few  examples  of  our  hundreds 
of  products  include:  braille,  large 
print,  and  digital  textbooks  and  tests; 
talking  educational  software;  mobile 
accessible  technology;  tactile  graphics 
tools;  and  science  and  mathematics 
reaching  kits. 

In  partnership  with  the  field  of 
blindness,  the  APH  Department  of 
Research  supports  the  creation  of  a 
wide  range  of  products  by  maintaining 
ongoing  product  research  and 
development. 

APH’s  product  offerings  are 
detailed  in  our  print  catalog  and 
our  accessible  online  shopping  site, 
which  are  organized  into  the  core 
curriculum  and  the  nationally- 
recognized  expanded  core  curriculum 
instructional  areas. 

Specialty  products  such  as  digital 
audio  books  and  braille  restaurant 
menus  are  created  by  APH  for 
commercial  customers.  In  addition, 


Introduction 

Introduction  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 


APH  makes  custom-ordered  materials 
on  demand,  including  braille  and  large 
print  textbooks. 

Unique  Services  Offered 

A few  examples  of  the  many  services 
offered  by  APH  include: 

• The  APH  News  monthly  newsletter, 
featuring  the  latest  information  on 
APH  products  and  services. 

• The  Louis  accessible  materials 
database,  including  the  APH  File 
Repository. 

• National  Instructional  Partnership 
(NIP)  Training  Events:  APH 
partners  with  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
and  others  to  provide  National 
Instructional  Partnership  events 
across  the  country.  Contracted 
experts  present  expanded 
instruction  on  the  use  of  APH 
products  in  educational  settings  and 
across  educational  curricula. 

• Braille  and  audio  magazines:  APH 
offers  free  subscriptions  to  accessible 
editions  of  Reader’s  Digest9  and 
Newsweek ®. 

Mandate  and 
Corporate  Status 

Much  of  APH’s  mandate 
is  derived  from  the 
federal  Act  to  Promote 
the  Education  of  the 
Blind  of  1879.  This  act 
designates  APH  as  the 
official  supplier  of 


educational  materials  to  all  eligible 
students  who  are  blind  in  the  United 
States  working  at  less  than  college 
level. 

APH  is  a private,  nonprofit  501(c)(3) 
corporation.  Responsibility  for  its 
administration  rests  with: 

• Corporate  Trustees  chosen 
from  the  local  business  and 
professional  community. 

• Ex  Officio  Trustees  from 
educational  and  rehabilitation 
entities  that  serve  students  who 
are  blind  and  visually  impaired 
across  the  United  States  and 
outlying  areas. 

APH  voluntarily  complies  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act  of  2002  that  sets  the  business 
standards  for  corporate  governance 
and  financial  disclosure. 

For  additional  information  on  APH 
and  its  full  range  of  products  and 
services  that  support  products,  please 
visit  our  informational  website: 
www.aph.org  or  our  shopping  site: 
http://shop.aph.org 
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Board  Chair 


Corporate  Trustees 

W.  Barrett  Nichols,  Chair 
Charles  Barr,  M.D. 

Jane  W.  Hardy 
Judge  David  Holton  II 
Virginia  T.  Keeney,  M.D. 

Julie  S.  Lee,  M.D. 

W.  James  Lintner,  Jr. 

Herbert  W.  Perkins  III 
Tuck  Tinsley  III,  Ed.D. 

Darrell  R.  Wells 
Phoebe  A.  Wood 

Corporate  Officers 
as  of  September  30,  2015 

W.  Barrett  Nichols 

Chairman 

Jane  W.  Hardy 

Vice  Chairman 

Darrell  R.  Wells 

Treasurer 


Officers,  Trustees,  and  Committees 

Fiscal  Year  2015 


Tuck  Tinsley  III,  Ed.D. 

President 

William  G.  Beavin 

Vice  President  of  Finance; 
and  Secretary 

Robert  Belknap 

Vice  President  of  Development 

Vicki  Buns 

Vice  President  of  Human  Resources 

Chris  McCoy 

Vice  President  of  Production 
and  Logistics 

Craig  Meador 

Vice  President,  Educational  Services 
and  Product  Development 

J.  Gary  Mudd 

Vice  President  of  Public  Affairs 

Ex  Officio  Trustees 

Ex  Officio  Trustees  are  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  federal  Act 
to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
of  1879.  The  Ex  Officio  Trustees  are 
the  executive  heads  of  schools  for  the 
blind,  the  chief  state  school  officers  of 
each  state  department  of  education,  or 
the  executive  officers  of  other  agencies 
serving  the  blind.  If  they  choose, 
these  executives  may  designate 
the  Trusteeship  to  an  appropriate 
professional  within  their  organizations. 


Ex  Officio  Trustee  Advisory 
Committees  Elected  in 
October,  2014 

The  name  of  each  member  is  followed 
by  his  or  her  term  expiration  date. 

Educational  Services 
Advisory  Committee 

James  R.  Durst,  Chair,  Indiana,  2014 

Karen  Duffy,  Nebraska,  2015 

Karen  S.  Ross,  Massachusetts,  2015 

Robin  King,  Louisiana,  2016 

Carolyn  Lasater,  Utah,  2016 

Christine  Hinton,  New  Jersey, 
Alternate 

Educational  Products 
Advisory  Committee 

Collette  C.  Bauman,  Chair,  Michigan, 
2014 

Madeleine  Burkindine,  Kansas,  2015 
Dorinda  Rife,  Massachusetts,  2015 
Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana,  2016 
Craig  Meador,  Washington,  2016 
Kristin  Oien,  Minnesota,  2017 
Anglyn  Young,  Arkansas,  2017 

Stephanie  Bissonette,  Vermont, 
Alternate 
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Fiscal  Year  2015 


Revenue  Dollar 


Types  of  Products  Sold 


60.8% 

Federal  Quota 

16.3% 

NLS  and  Other 
Federal  Agencies 

8.9% 

Non-government 

Contracts 

14% 

Other 


11% 

Electronic  Media 
and  Other 

19% 

Braille 

Publications 

12% 

Large  Type 
Publications 

38% 

Educational  and 
Other  Aids 


APH  Production  Highlights 


• # Braille  Pages  TP  Pages  Printed  in  Large  #Audio  Minutes 

• • Produced  X Type  Department  ^ Recorded 
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Tuck  Tinsley  III, 

APH  President 


2015  was  APH’s  157th  year  of 
operation.  It  was  a year  in  which  we 
began  building  the  foundation  for 
a period  of  well-planned,  positive 
transition.  As  always,  our  focus  was  on 
the  root  of  APH’s  mission:  products  for 
blind  and  visually  impaired  people. 

As  we  begin  our  158th  year,  we  have 
much  for  which  to  be  thankful: 

• We  have  great  support  from  the  field 
of  blindness; 

• We  have  strong  support  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education; 

• Congress  seems  to  understand  our 
mission  and  appreciates  how  we 
leverage  the  funds  it  provides; 

• We  are  financially  healthy;  and 

• We  continue  to  produce  useful 
products. 

Developing  products  that  are  needed, 
yet  not  commercially  available,  is 

what  drives  us  in  our  day-to-day  work. 

• We  identify  needs  through 
task  forces,  surveys,  and  other 
interactions  with  the  field;  then  we 
do  the  necessary  research  and  find 
outside  sources,  consultants,  and 
others  with  the  expertise  needed 
to  develop  products  to  meet  the 
identified  needs. 


Year  after  year,  we’ve  stressed  that 
APH  is  all  about  products,  products, 
products.  That’s  certainly  true;  however, 
the  real  key  to  our  operation,  as  with 
any  organization,  is  PEOPLE!  This 
means:  hiring  good  people;  respecting 
the  input  and  involvement  of  people 
at  all  levels  inside  and  outside  the 
company;  identifying  and  creating 
opportunities  to  work  cooperatively 
with  people  in  other  non-profit 
organizations  and  for-profit  companies; 
and  welcoming  and  promoting  healthy 
competition  — always  realizing 
that  those  we  serve  need  many  more 
organizations  doing  what  APH  does! 

APH  hired  44  new  people  in  2015, 
including  a new  Vice  President  of 
Educational  Services  & Product 
Development  in  May  — - and  a new 
Vice  President  of  Production  & 
Logistics  in  June. 

Craig  Meador  reported  for  his  first 
day  as  Vice  President  of  Educational 
Services  and  Product  Development 
(Bob  Brasher’s  position)  on  May  20. 
Craig  comes  to  us  from  the  state 
of  Washington  where  he  was  the 
Director  of  Outreach  Services  for 
the  Washington  School  and  was  the 
State  Vision  Consultant.  He  served 
as  the  State  Department’s  APH 
Ex  Officio  Trustee  and  member  of 
APH’s  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  (EPAC).  Prior  to  that,  he 
was  Principal  of  the  Washington  State 
School  for  the  Blind. 

Chris  McCoy  reported  for  his  first 
day  as  Vice  President  of  Production 
and  Logistics  (Jack  Decker’s  position) 
on  June  15.  Chris  comes  to  APH  with 
22  years  experience  in  production, 
operations,  and  executive  leadership 
of  large  corporations,  following  10 


Executive  Report 

Fiscal  Year  2015 

years  on  a nuclear  submarine  with  the 
U.S.  Navy.  He  is  a Toyota-Trained 
Operations  and  Manufacturing 
Executive,  with  three  years  initial 
training  in  Japan  followed  by  time 
with  Toyota,  Ford,  and  the  Dana 
Corporation.  For  the  past  few  years, 
Chris  has  functioned  as  a turnaround 
executive  with  Cerebus,  improving 
operations  of  companies  to  prepare 
them  to  be  sold. 

APH  is  extremely  willing  and  relentless 
about  working  with  others  to  provide 
needed  products  and  product-related 
services.  Some  examples  of  our 
cooperative  efforts  in  2015  include: 

The  National  Prison  Braille  Network 

coordinated  by  staff  at  APH  continues 
to  grow.  On  Wednesday  of  Annual 
Meeting  week,  we  hosted  the  15th 
annual  National  Prison  Braille  Forum 
at  the  Louisville  Hyatt.  Sixty-four 
people  from  20  states  attended  to 
discuss  issues  related  to  the  daily 
challenges  faced  by  the  36  braille 
production  facilities  currently  operating 
in  prisons  across  the  United  States. 

We  continue  to  collaborate  with  the 
Dolly  Parton  Imagination  Library, 

which  puts  free  books  in  the  hands  of 
children  across  the  country  age  5 and 
under.  Through  the  use  of  endowment 
funds,  APH  adapts  select  titles  from 
this  collection  for  young  children  with 
vision  loss.  The  number  of  children 
registered  for  “Braille  Tales,”  as  we  call 
these  print/braille  books,  grows  daily 
and  currently  includes  children  in  all 
50  states. 

The  Braille  Transcriber  Apprentice 
Program  (BTAP)  — 2015  was  the 
implementation  year  of  the  BTAP, 
resulting  in  the  addition  of  a highly 
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qualified  braille  transcriber  to  APH’s 
braille  production  team.  As  the  second 
year  begins,  we  are  preparing  to  bring 
up  to  four  transcribers  to  APH  lor 
apprenticeships,  further  strengthening 
the  national  network  of  braille 
transcribers. 

We  provided  six  National 
Instructional  Partnership  (NIP) 

events  in  2015. 

• Three  featured  Dr.  Lauren 
Lieberman  (New  York),  and  were 
titled  “Adapted  Physical  Education 
— APH  Products  and  More.” 

One  was  held  in  Colorado,  one  in 
Missouri,  and  one  in  Tennessee. 

• Millie  Smith  (Texas)  conducted 
two  workshops  titled  “Lite  APH 
Intervention  Continuum.”  One  was 
held  in  Mississippi  and  one  was  in 
California. 

• “The  FVLMA  Assessment  Process” 
was  conducted  by  APH’s  Cathy 
Johnson  in  Massachusetts. 

APH  continues  to  host  the  extremely 
valuable  Meeting  of  The  Minds.  This 
endowment-sponsored  activity  brings 
university  faculty  and  students  from  the 
teacher  preparation  programs  across  the 
country  to  APH  to  share  information 
regarding  ongoing  projects  and 
programs  at  their  respective  sites,  meet 
with  key  APH  staff  to  discuss  needs  and 
issues  in  the  field,  and  brainstorm  new 
product  ideas. 

rhe  Transforming  Braille  Group 

was  established  in  2011  with  one  goal: 
to  dramatically  reduce  the  cost  of 
electronic  braille  displays.  The  result  of 
this  important  international  cooperative 
effort  will  be  unveiled  in  March  2016 
at  the  CSUN  International  Technology 
and  Persons  with  Disabilities  Conference. 


APH  continues  to  coordinate 
the  Kentucky  Regional  Braille 
Challenge,  an  annual  regional 
competition  for  students  in  Kentucky 
and  surrounding  states  as  part  of  the 
National  Braille  Challenge,  a program 
of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America. 

This  is  also  an  endowment-sponsored 
activity. 

The  Collaborative  Instructional 
Partnership  brings  university  teacher 
preparation  programs  to  Louisville.  In 
2015,  we  hosted  45  staff  and  students 
from  three  universities:  Illinois  State 
University,  University  of  Kentucky,  and 
Vanderbilt  University. 

Through  our  Product  Loan  Program, 

we  loaned  products  or  provided 
onsite  training  for  seven  university 
preparation  programs  in  2015: 

Hunter  College  (NY),  University 
of  Arizona,  Texas  Tech  University, 
Illinois  State  University,  Vanderbilt 
University,  California  State  University 
at  Los  Angeles,  and  the  University  of 
Kentucky. 

We  Continue  Our  Focus  on 
Products 

In  2015,  we  brought  25  distinct 
products  to  market,  which  generated 
69  new  catalog  items.  We  accomplished 
this  with  help  from  122  consultants, 

1 17  agencies,  and  148  field  evaluators 
— again,  people,  people,  people. 

There  were  many  significant  new 
products,  including: 

• Building  on  Patterns  in  UEB 

• The  Joy  Player  switch-activated 
music  player 

• Orion  TI-30XS  MultiView™ 

Talking  Scientific  Calculator 

• Online  Nemeth  Tutorial 


APH  currently  has  965  “make  to  stock” 
items  available  for  purchase. 

Also  this  year,  we  used  3D  printers  for 
rapid  prototype  development,  saving 
thousands  of  dollars  per  each  prototype 
and  cutting  development  time. 

The  69  new  catalog  items  don’t  include 
textbooks.  In  2015,  we: 

• transcribed  and  provided  110  new 
braille  textbook  titles;  and 

• delivered  1,557,000  hard  copy  braille 
textbook  pages  to  students. 

The  1,557,000  pages  included  1,315,000 
braille  pages  of  new  titles  and  re-orders, 
and  242,000  pages  of  tactile  graphics  in 
a variety  of  production  methods. 

Last  year,  we  also: 

• produced  382  new  large  print 
textbooks  (a  27.2%  decrease  in  new 
large  print  textbook  orders  from 

2014); 

• provided  more  than  15,000  image 
descriptions  for  digital  large 
print  textbooks  that  are  available 
for  download  in  the  APH  Pile 
Repository; 

• began  releasing  products  in  UEB: 
Building  on  Patterns  and  Parents 
And  their  Infants  with  Visual 
Impairments  (PAIVI)  are  two 
examples; 

• edited/reviewed/proofed/produced 
and  shipped  1,215  unique  tests,  a 
17%  increase  from  2014;  and 

• worked  with  every  state  directly  or 
indirectly  through  our  contracts 
with  the  two  consortia,  PAARC 
(Partnership  for  Assessment  of 
Readiness  for  College  and  Careers) 
and  SB  AC  (Smarter  Balanced 
Assessment  Consortium). 


2015 
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Other  product-related  data  for  2015 
includes  the  following: 

• APH  staff  participated  in  111 
product  training  presentations  and 
exhibits  at  50  different  venues. 

• The  new  CVI  Website  has  been 
visited  over  8,000  times  in  the  8 
months  since  it  was  launched. 

• We  welcomed  26  new  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  with  19  attending  Annual 
Meeting. 

• Currently,  142  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
administer  201  accounts. 

• We  now  offer  over  1 20  product- 
related  videos,  webcasts,  and 
PowerPoints  on  our  website  and  over 
70  archived.  Quick  Tip  videos. 

• The  Louis  Database  and  Louis 
Plus  now  contain  information  for 
approximately  893,000  accessible 
textbooks  and  related  educational 
materials  available  from  more  than 
140  agencies. 

• 3,851  Migel  and  Barr  Library  items 
have  been  digitized  and  made 
available  at  Internet  Archive  and 
Open  Library. 

• The  NIMAC  now  holds  41,213 
NIMAS  files  for  K-12  instructional 
materials;  and 

• We  ended  2015  with  6,393 
Registered  Users  of  the  Tactile 
Graphic  Image  Library. 

Financial  Information 

Total  sales  were  above  Budget  at  $28.5 
million,  but  below  2014  by  $2.1  million 
or  6.9%. 

• Total  Quota  sales  were  $17.3 
million,  below  last  year  by  $3.9 
million  or  18.5%. 

• Non-Quota  sales  were  over  $10 
million  for  the  first  time  in  APH 


history,  with  record  sales  of  $1 1.2 

million,  exceeding  2014  by  $1.8 
million  or  19.4%. 

Braille  sales  exceeded  $5  million  for 
the  first  time  in  APH’s  history! 

• Braille  book  sales  were  down 
about  7%  (6.7%),  but  non-book 
braille  was  up  16%  (16.1%)  — this 
primarily  consists  of  test  sales. 

Talking  Book  sales  exceeded  $3 
million  for  the  first  time  since  2005; 

up  18%  from  FY  2014. 

Large  Type  (down  16%),  Electronic 
Products  (down  16%),  and  Educational 
Aids  (down  9.6%)  were  all  below  last 
year. 

Large  Type  sales  of  $3.4  million  were 
the  lowest  they  have  been  since  2003. 

As  a percentage  of  total  Quota  sales, 
Educational  Aids  accounted  for  44.7% 
or  sales.  Other  areas,  in  order,  were: 

29.2%  for  Electronic  Products; 

16.1%  for  Large  Type; 

8.5%  for  Braille; 

1.2%  for  Repairs;  and 

0.3%  for  Talking  Books. 

FY  2015  Appropriation  and 
Federal  Census  Data 

APH  was  fortunate  to  receive  a 
$475,000  increase  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  Act  in  2015.  While  the 
appropriation  increased  from 
$24,456,000  to  $24,931,000,  the  per- 
student  allocation  fell  from  $305.60  in 
2014  to  $302.86  in  2015. 

Data  for  2015  regarding  the  Act  to 
Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind 


indicate  the  number  of  legally  blind 
students  registered  was  61,739,  an 
increase  of  1,342  from  the  number 
registered  for  FY  2014.  The  2015 
appropriation  provided  $302.86  per 
student  for  educational  materials,  a 
0.9%  ($2.74)  decrease  from  the  per 
capita  allocation  in  2014.  Of  the  61,739 
students,  8.6%  (5,333)  were  registered 
as  braille  readers,  31%  (19,109)  as 
visual  readers,  9.4%  (5,795)  as  auditory 
readers,  17%  (10,470)  as  pre-readers, 
and  34%  (21,032)  as  non-readers.  Of 
this  group,  84%  (51,271)  were  registered 
by  state  departments  of  education,  8.4% 
(5,196)  were  registered  by  residential 
schools  for  the  blind,  6%  (3,659)  were 
registered  by  rehabilitation  programs, 
and  2.6%  (1,613)  were  registered  by 
multiple  disabilities  programs. 

Closing 

Fiscal  Year  2015  was  a good  year,  one 
from  which  we  feel  we  have  continued 
to  build  a strong  foundation  to 
transition  into  the  future.  On  behalf  of 
the  APH  Board  and  administration,  we 
close  with  a salute  to  APH’s  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  for  the  extremely  important 
role  they  play  in  the  administration  of 
the  Act.  Special  recognition  must  also 
be  paid  to  members  of  APH’s  corporate 
Board  of  Trustees  for  their  strong 
support  and  guidance.  And  finally,  we 
thank  APH’s  greatest  resource  — the 
APH  employees  — for  their  hard  work, 
dedication,  and  “can  do”  attitudes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Barrett  Nichols 

Chairman 

Tuck  Tinsley  III,  Ed.D. 

President 
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Fiscal  Year  2015 


2015  FORMAL  MEETING  OF  EX  OFFICIO  TRUSTEES 


The  147th  Formal  Meeting  of the  Ex  Officio  Trustees  of  the 
American  Printing  House  the  Blind  (APH)  convened  at  1:00p.m.,  October  10,  2015,  at  the 
Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  following  conferees  were  present: 


Ex  Officio  Trustees 

Yvonne  Ali  (MO) 

Doug  Anzlovar  (IL) 

Geoff  Barney  (MO) 

Collette  Bauman  (MI) 
Michael  Bina  (MD) 
Stephanie  Bissonette  (VT) 
Carrie  Brasier  (MA) 
Madeleine  Burkindine  (KS) 
Joyce  Burwell  (MD) 

Joseph  Catavero  (NY) 
Carson  Cochran  (GA) 
Emily  Coleman  (WA) 

Lynn  Cragg  (OK) 

Suzanne  Dalton  (FL) 
William  Daugherty  (TX) 
John  Davis  (MN) 

David  Feinhals  (NJ) 

Laurie  Garcia  (CA) 

Dennis  Gilliam  (AL) 

Sharon  Giovinazzo  (AR) 
Rosa  Gomez  (CA) 

Stacy  Grandt  (WI) 

Robert  Hair  (MA) 

Toni  Harrell  (KS) 

Christine  Hinton  (NJ) 
Marjorie  Kaiser  (SD) 

Robin  King  (LA) 

Teresa  Lacy  (AL) 

Carolyn  Lasater  (UT) 
Linda  Lyle  (NM) 

Paula  Mauro  (OH) 

Jamie  McBride  (WV) 
Barbara  McCarthy  (VA) 
Marty  McKenzie  (SC) 
Nancy  Moulton  (ME) 
Cathy  Nadberazny  (PA) 


Lorrie  Nanry  (NY) 

Nancy  Niebrugge  (CA) 
Kristin  Oien  (MN) 

James  Olson  (CO) 

Paul  Olson  (ND) 

Paula  Penrod  (KY) 

Brook  Phillips  (WY) 

Carol  Phipps  (OR) 

Brent  Pitt  (TX) 

Marie  Piquion-Leach  (NC) 
Greg  Polman  (IL) 

Jeanne  Prickett  (FL) 

Serena  Preston  (IL) 
Barbara  Peterson  (PA) 
Todd  Reeves  (PA) 

Karen  Ross  (MA) 

Chris  Short  (IA) 

Donna  Sorensen  (MT) 
Dean  Stenehjem  (WA) 
Kristine  Takekawa  (HI) 
William  Tubilleja  (NC) 
Mary  Jo  Wagner  (WV) 
Pepper  Watson  (OK) 
Angyln  Young  (AR) 

APH  Staff 

Ralph  Bartley 

Bill  Beavin 

Janie  Blome 

Scott  Blome 

Bob  Belknap 

Vicki  Buns 

Nancy  Lacewell 

Chris  McCoy 

Mary  Nelle  McLennan 

Craig  Meador 

Gary  Mudd 


Julia  Myers 
Becky  Snider 
Jane  Thompson 
Tuck  Tinsley 
Debbie  Willis 

Martin  Monson,  Executive  in 
Residence 

Minutes  of  the  Business 
Meeting 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a 
welcome  from  Dr.  Tuck  Tinsley  III, 
President  and  member  of  APH’s  Board 
of  Trustees.  Ex  Officio  Trustees  in 
attendance  introduced  themselves,  and 
indicated  the  programs  they  represented 
and  how  long  they  had  served  as  Ex 
Officio  Trustees. 

APH  staff  members  also  introduced 
themselves. 

Comments  Regarding  FY2015 

Dr.  Fuck  Tinsley  comments  for  2015 
included  topics  as  follows: 

• The  Executive-In-Residence 
program,  beginning  with  Cay 
Holbrook  in  2006  through  Martin 
Monson  in  2015  — Holbrook  was 
called  an  “Expert-In-Residence;” 
in  2008,  Phil  Hatlen  was  called 
our  “Scholar-In-Residence;”  and  in 
2010,  Jane  Erin  was  the  first  with 
the  current  title  of  “Executive-In- 
Residence.” 
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• The  Consolidated  and  Further 
Continuing  Appropriations  Act, 
2015,  signed  by  President  Obama 
on  December  16,  2014  — APH 
received  an  appropriation  of  $24,931 
million,  an  increase  of  $475,000 
from  FY2014,  with  the  increase 

to  be  allocated  for  APH’s  REAL 
Plan  (Resources  with  Enhanced 
Accessibility  for  Learning)  to 
expedite  the  development  of  digital 
materials  for  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired. 

• Special  Projects  funded  through 
APH’s  Endowment  - Projects 
mentioned  included  $275,074  for 
general  operation  of  the  21st  year 
of  the  APH  Museum,  the  Prison 
Braille  Network,  VISTA  (Volunteers 
in  Service  to  America),  Meeting  ol 
the  Minds,  and  funding  for  product 
development  indicated  in  the 
Technology  Strategic  Plan. 

• Work  of  the  Transforming  Braille 
Group  - This  international 
coalition  of  not-for-profits  was 
established  in  2012  to  develop  a 
stand-alone,  20-cell  refreshable 
braille  display  to  enable  braille 
readers  to  become  part  of  the  eBook 
revolution  at  a fraction  of  the  current 
cost  of  refreshable  braille  displays. 
APH  is  performing  the  executive 
function  of  the  group,  assuring 

that  agreed  upon  specifications  are 
followed  in  the  development. 

• Search  for  APH’s  next  president 

— Campbell  & Company,  Inc.  of 
Chicago  is  conducting  the  search  to 
select  the  ninth  APH  President  by 
December  2015. 


Secretary’s  Report  (continued) 

Fiscal  Year  2015 


Leaders  to  Leaders 

The  6th  year  of  our  Leaders  to 
Leaders  initiative  kicked  off  in  April. 
Through  this  program,  Public  Affairs 
staff  enlists  the  help  of  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  to  contact  their  members 
of  Congress  in  support  of  the  APH 
appropriation.  The  advocacy  packet 
sent  this  year  included  the  upcoming 
APH  Washington  DC  event  “save 
the  date”  flyer,  along  with  a request 
to  forward  this  information  and 
invitation  along  to  congressional 
members.  The  EOTs  who  wrote  to 
their  legislators  were  recognized  for 
their  efforts  with  a gift  of  the  APH 
History  Book. 

Since  Leaders  to  Leaders  was  started 
in  2010,  both  the  number  of  EOTs 
participating  and  the  number  of 
legislators  contacted  steadily  increased 
from  nine  EOTs  contacting  23 
legislators  in  2010,  to  a high  of  15 
EOTs  contacting  55  legislators  in 
2014.  The  program  experienced  a 
drop  in  2015 — only  seven  EOTs 
made  known  that  they  had  written 
to  or  met  with  their  congressmen  or 
senators.  This  has  prompted  discussion 
about  ways  to  encourage  broader 
participation. 

Approval  of  Advisory  Committee 
Reports 

Paula  Mauro,  the  Chair  of  the 
Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  (EPAC)  and  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Ohio 
State  Department  of  Education, 
recognized  the  EPAC  committee 
members  and  requested  approval  of 
the  committee’s  report,  previously 
distributed  to  the  Ex  Officio  Trustees. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Educational 


Services  Advisory  Committee  (ESAC) 
Chair,  Jim  Durst,  ESAC  committee 
member  Karen  Ross,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Carroll 
Center  for  the  Blind,  recognized 
the  ESAC  committee  members  and 
requested  approval  of  their  report, 
also  previously  distributed  to  the  Ex 
Officio  Trustees. 

A motion  to  accept  the  reports  as 
offered  was  made,  seconded,  and 
passed  unanimously. 

Approval  of  the  Nominations 
Committee 

Paula  Mauro,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Ohio  State 
Department  of  Education,  presented 
the  committee’s  slate  of  nominees  for 
advisory  committee  members  and 
chairpersons  as  follows: 

Collette  Bauman,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Michigan 
State  Department  of  Education,  was 
nominated  as  the  Chair  of  EPAC  in 
2016. 

Doug  Anzlovar,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Hadley  School  for 
the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  in 
Illinois  and  Paul  Olson,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  North 
Dakota  School  for  the  Blind,  were 
nominated  to  serve  three-year  terms 
for  EPAC  beginning  in  2016. 

Madeleine  Burkindine,  Ex 

Officio  Trustee  representing  the 
Kansas  State  School  for  the  Blind, 
was  nominated  as  the  alternate 
committee  member  for  a one-year 
term  for  EPAC  in  2016. 
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Karen  Ross,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Carroll  Center  lor 
the  Blind  in  Massachusetts,  was 
nominated  as  the  Chair  of  ESAC  in 
2016. 

Marty  McKenzie,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  South 
Carolina  Department  of 
Education  and  the  South  Carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf,  Blind,  and 
Multihandicapped  and  William 
Tubilleja,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
were  nominated  to  serve  two-year 
terms  for  ESAC  beginning  in  2016. 

Christine  Hinton,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and 
Visually  Impaired,  was  nominated 
as  the  alternate  committee  member 
for  ESAC  in  2016. 

A motion  to  accept  the  Nominations 
Committee’s  recommendations 
was  made,  seconded,  and  passed 
unanimously. 


Closing 

In  closing  the  Formal  Meeting 
of  the  2015  Annual  Meeting,  Dr. 
Tinsley  extended  the  appreciation 
and  admiration  of  the  Board  and 
Management  of  APEI  to  the  Ex 
Officio  Trustees.  He  stressed  that 
the  importance  of  the  roles  they 
play  in  the  delivery  of  materials  to 
blind  students  can’t  be  overstated. 
Tinsely  personally  thanked  everyone 
at  the  meeting  for  their  involvement, 
support,  and  friendship  for  the  past  27 
years. 

The  2015  Formal  Meeting  of  the 
Ex  Officio  Trustees  of  APH  was 
adjourned  at  1:45  p.m. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Bill  Beavin 

Secretary  and  Vice  President  of  Finance 

Note:  Full  reports  of  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  Advisory  Committees  are 
provided  in  this  annual  report.  Please 
see  pages  13  - 20. 


Parenting 

with  a Visual  Impairment 


ADVICE 

For  Raising  Babies  and  Young  Children 


Janet  Ingber  &.  Terrie  (Mary  T.)  Terlau 


Parenting  With  a Visual  Impairment:  Advice 
For  Raising  Babies  and  Young  Children  is 
a book  plus  audio  CDs.  It  shares  helpful 
tips,  techniques,  attitudes,  and  preparatory 
experiences  from  successful  parents  who 
are  blind  and  visually  impaired.  Visually 
impaired  parents  were  interviewed  for  this 
book  and  they  share  their  experiences  about 
accomplishing  parenting  tasks  using  non- 
visual techniques. 
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Memories  from  the  2015  APH  Annual  Meeting 

Setting  the  Stage! 


APH  was  thrilled  to  present  our  highest  honor,  the  Wings  of 
Freedom  Award,  to  Carl  Augusto,  President,  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.  He  is  pictured  here  with  APH’s  President  Tuck  Tinsley. 


Jim  Deremeik  (left),  Hall  of  Fame  Board,  and  Craig  Meador  (right), 
APH  Vice  President,  present  APH  President  Tuck  Tinsley  with  a Hall 
of  Fame  Wall  of  Tribute  stone  to  thank  him  for  his  support  of  the  Hall 
and  service  to  the  field. 


Li  Zhou,  Core  Curriculum  Project  Leader  at 
APH,  seeks  input  from  the  audience  about  core 
curriculum  products  currently  in  development. 
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Memories  from  the  2015  APH  Annual  Meeting  (cqntihued) 

Setting  the  Stage! 


Well-respected  Alan  Koenig  (1954-2005)  was  inducted  into  the  Hall 
of  Fame  for  his  wide  influence  on  the  field  of  blindness.  Here  his 
family  members  are  pictured  accepting  his  plaque.  Koenig’s  friend 
and  colleague  Cay  Holbrook  (BC)  is  pictured  in  the  center. 


Agency  representatives  from  across  the  field  of  blindness  gave 
us  a quick  overview  about  important  aspects  of  their  work  in  the 
"Speed  Up-dating”  session.  Presenting  were:  (back  row)  Lou  Tutt, 
AER;  Nancy  Niebrugge,  Braille  Institute;  Todd  Reeves,  COSB;  Carl’ 
Augusto,  AFB.  Front  row:  Olaya  Landa-Valard,  CEC;  Mary  Nelle 
McLennan,  BANA. 


About  the  APH  Annual  Meeting 
of  Ex  Officio  Trustees 

Held  in  Louisville  each  fall,  Annual  Meeting  provides 
opportunities  for  Ex  Officio  Trustees  to  meet  with  APH  staff, 
learn  about  new  products,  share  input  on  upcoming  products, 
help  guide  the  direction  of  the  APH  (by  participating  on  an 
Advisory  Committee),  and  to  meet  other  Trustees  from  across 
the  U.S.  APH  also  encourages  and  appreciates  the  participation 
by  our  many  “Special  Guests”  who  include  teachers,  parents, 
consumers,  university  program  personnel,  and  other  important 
groups  of  service  providers. 

Annual  Meeting  Is  Mandated  by  the  Act 

In  1879,  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  the  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  This  act  created  the  Federal  Quota 
system  to  provide  educational  materials  for  blind  students 
and  named  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  as  the 
national  source  of  these  materials.  Part  of  that  system  requires 
that  the  Federal  Quota  program  administrators — the  Ex 
Officio  Trustees — meet  each  year. 

The  advice  and  counsel  of  Trustees  is  crucial  to  help  APH  meet 
the  needs  of  blind  students.  Participation  in  this  mandatory 
meeting  is  one  of  the  main  responsibilities  of  an  Ex  Officio 
Trustee. 


Winning  APH  InSights  artist  Amelia  Lillie  (KY)  poses 
with  her  mother  Sharon  Lillie.  Amelia  was  a winner 
in  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  Grade  category  and  was  able 
to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  banquet  to  accept  her 
award  in  person. 


2015 


1 2 | APH  Annual  Report 


Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees 

Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  to  the  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2015 


Ex  Officio  Trustee  Paula  Mauro,  (OH  - center)  chaired  the  ad  hoc  Nominations  Committee  and 
met  with  fellow  Ex  Officio  Trustees  Linda  Lyle  (NM  - left)  and  Sally  Giittinger,  (NE  - right)  to 
prepare  a slate  of  nominees  for  the  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Advisory  Committees. 


Note:  Pages  13  - 20  contain 
the  Reports  of  the  Advisory 
Committees  to  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
for  Fiscal  Year  2015. 


Report  of  the 
Nominations  Committee 

The  members  of  the  2015 
Nominations  Committee  are: 

• Paula  Mauro,  Chair,  New  York 

• Sally  Giittinger,  Nebraska 

• Linda  Lyle,  New  Mexico 

Members  of  the  Committee  are 
honored  to  have  been  asked  to 
perform  the  important  assignment 
of  nominating  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
to  serve  on  APH’s  two  Advisory 
Committees. 

The  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  support 
APH  in  the  organization’s  continuous 
improvement  process,  focusing  on 
providing  quality  products  and 
services  that  effectively  meet  the 
needs  of  our  field.  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
benefit  and  contribute  through 
service  on  the  Advisory  Committees; 
the  experience  is  an  opportunity  to 


learn  about  APH  and  to  impact  our 
important  work. 

Advisory  Committee  members  are 
nominated  with  the  following  criteria 
in  mind: 

• Geographic  representation; 

• Representation  from  a variety  of 
agencies  eligible  for  Federal  Quota 
Funds; 

• Experience  as  an  Ex  Officio  Trustee; 

• No  Advisory  Committee  experience 
in  the  last  three  years; 

• Gender  diversity; 

• A willingness  to  accept  the 
responsibilities  of  the  membership; 

• The  members  of  the  Nominations 
Committee  may  not  self-nominate. 

The  2015  Nominations  Committee 
recommended  the  following  slate 
that  was  unanimously  approved  at 
the  Formal  Meeting  of  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  convened  on  October  10, 
2015  in  Louisville,  Kentucky: 


Educational  Products 
Advisory  Committee 

Chair  for  a one-year  term: 

Collette  Bauman,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Michigan  State 
Department  of  Education  (MI) 

For  three-year  terms  as  committee 
members: 

Doug  Anzlovar,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Hadley  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  (IL); 
Paul  Olson,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  North  Dakota  School 
for  the  Blind  (ND) 

Alternate  for  a one-year  term: 
Madeleine  Burkindine,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Kansas  State 
School  for  the  Blind  (KS) 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  to  the  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2015 


The  full  2015-2016  Educational 
Products  Advisory  Committee  will 
be:  (The  year  preceding  the  name 
indicates  the  final  year  of  regular 
committee  tenure.) 

Chair  - Collette  Bauman,  Michigan 

2016  - Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana 

2016  - Stephanie  Bissonette, 

Vermont 

2017  - Kristen  Oien,  Minnesota 

2017  - Angyln  Young,  Arkansas 

2018  - Doug  Anzlovar,  Illinois 
2018  - Paul  Olson,  North  Dakota 

Alternate  - Madeleine  Burkindine, 

Kansas 

The  Educational  Services 
Advisory  Committee 

Chair  for  a one-year  term: 

Karen  Ross,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Carroll  Center  for  the 
Blind  (MA) 

For  two-year  terms  as 
committee  members: 

Marty  McKenzie,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  South 
Carolina  Department  of  Education 
and  the  South  Carolina  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Blind  and  Multihandicapped 
(SC);  William  Tubilleja,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  (NC) 

Alternate  for  a one-year  term: 
Christine  Hinton,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and 
Visually  Impaired 
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The  full  2015-2016  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  will 
be:  (The  year  preceding  the  name 
indicates  the  final  year  of  regular 
committee  tenure.) 

Chair  - Karen  Ross,  Massachusetts 

2016  - Robin  King,  Louisiana 

2016  - Carolyn  Lasater,  Utah 

2017  - Marty  McKenzie, 

South  Carolina 
2017  -William  Tubilleja, 

North  Carolina 

Alternate  - Christine  Hinton, 

New  Jersey 


The  Nominations  Committee  thanks 
the  new  and  returning  Advisory 
Committee  members  and  chairs 
for  their  willingness  to  serve.  We 
encourage  all  interested  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  to  declare  your  interest  to 
be  a future  Advisory  Committee 
member;  it  is  the  single  most 
important  way  to  contribute  as  an  Ex 
Officio  Trustee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Paula  Mauro,  Chair 

Sally  Giittinger,  Member, 
Nominations  Committee 

Linda  Lyle,  Member, 

Nominations  Committee 


Louisville,  Kentucky 
October  10,  2015 


Labeling,  Marking, 
and  Organization 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  (continued) 

Report  of  the  Educational  Services  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2015 


The  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Educational  Services  Advisory  Committee  as  of  May,  2015:  Left  to  right:  Karen 
Duffy,  Nebraska;  Carolyn  Lasater,  Utah;  Jim  Durst,  Indiana,  Chair;  Karen  Ross,  Massachusetts; 

Robin  King,  Louisiana. 


Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  (ESAC) 
is  to: 

• Provide  oversight  and  leadership 
in  the  planning,  evaluation,  and 
delivery  of  services. 

• Identify  new  services  needed. 

• Assist  the  promotion  of  APH 
products  through  services,  and 

• Advise  APH  on  general  operations 
and  communications  as  they  relate 
to  the  accountability  of  services 
provided. 

Introduction 

In  May  of  2015  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee 
(ESAC)  met  in  Louisville,  KY  at  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  (APH).  The  ESAC  committee 
met  to  address  the  2014  ESAC  report 
and  to  develop  commendations  and 
recommendations.  To  assist  with  this 


endeavor,  interactive  presentations 
were  made  by  APH’s  administrative 
staff  and  ESAC  committee  members. 
These  interactive  presentations 
provided  progress  updates  on  the  2013 
recommendations,  operations  and 
information  on  new  initiatives. 

ESAC  Commendations  2015 

The  ESAC  offers  a commendation  for 
the  commitment  and  dedication  to 
and  the  continued  development  of  the 
REAL  Plan. 

1.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  development  and 
implementation  of  the  Strategic 
Technology  Plan  via  eleven 
initiatives  funded  with  endowment 
money  in  three  main  categories  — 
infrastructure,  collaborations  and 
outreach,  for  example: 

• The  expansion  of  technology 
staff 

• The  appointment  of  a Chief 
Technology  Officer 


• The  hiring  of  a consultant  to 
promote  cultural  change 

• The  creation  of  internship 
positions  participation  in  the 
development  of  technology 
standards 

• The  addition  of  recognition 
awards 

2.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  implementing  operational 
plans  in  individual  departments 
which  promote  internal 
collaborations  and  more  efficient, 
more  focused  meetings,  thereby 
insuring  effective  strategies 

for  prioritizing  and  achieving 
identified  goals. 

3.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  accessing  MathML  files  and 
exploring  devices  that  can  utilize 
these  files. 

4.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  developing  and  promoting  the 
success  of  the  Braille  Transcriber 
Apprentice  Program. 
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5. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  systematic  approach  to 
the  transition  of  key  leadership 
in  the  agency,  including  a new 
organizational  chart. 

'Hie  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  making  iOS  apps  available 
on  Quota. 

Ihe  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  quality  of  the  customer 
service  provided  by  APH  in  all 
departments. 

The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  informational  video,  “No 
Other  Place  Like  It”  as  well  as  the 
variety  of  Quick  Tips  videos. 


9.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  improved  ease  of  website 
navigation,  using  sub  sites. 

10.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  providing  textbook  cover 
images  on  the  website. 

11.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  simplifying  the  ordering  of  free 
items  without  requiring  a user  ID 
for  login. 

12.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  enhancing  the  security  of  the 
website  and  providing  a separate 
site  for  credit  card  purchases  only. 

13.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  providing  EOT  and  EOT 
assistant  training  including  online 
tutorials  and  quick  tips. 


14.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  increasing  the  number  of 
Project  Leaders  to  14. 

15.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  proactively  advocating  for  and 
improving  public  awareness  in 
the  field  of  blindness  through  the 
Leaders  to  Leaders  program. 

16.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  securing  funding  to  acquire 

a new  high  powered  scanner  to 
safely  digitize  the  Migel  and  Barr 
Library  materials. 

17.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  progress  made  in  developing 

a new  customer  review  system 
for  products  by  Accessible  Media 
Providers  (AMPs). 


18.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  40%  increase  of  tactile 
graphics  images,  as  well  as  the 
improved  forty-eight  (48)  hour 
delivery  time  for  custom  requests. 

19.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  progress  being  made 

on  Braille  Blaster  realizing  the 
positive  impact  it  will  have  on 
students  who  are  blind  or  have 
low  vision. 


Match  Sticks  is  a game  for  players  with  low  vision,  including 
those  with  cortical  vision  impairment  (CVI).  The  Match  Sticks 
game  is  designed  to  provide  children  with  a matching  activity 
that  is  fun  and  entertaining  and  that  helps  develop  vision  skills 
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ESAC  Recommendations 
2015: 

Consistent  with  the  Act  to  Promote 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  (1879), 
the  Educational  Services  Advisory 
Committee  (ESAC)  recommends  that 
APH: 

1.  Continue  to  explore  options  for 
a review  and  rating  process  for 
APH  instructional  products  on  the 
shopping  site  as  recommended  by 
ESAC  in  2014. 

2.  Solicit  specific  feedback  from 
EOTs  about  high  stakes  test 
accessibility  in  four  categories, 
including: 

• Appropriateness  of  test  items 
(e.g.  language,  concepts) 

• Hardware/software 
(availability  of  devices  and 
instruction) 

• Graphics 

• Hard  copy  testing  materials 
in  accessible  formats  that  will 
be  shared  back  with  EOTs,  with 
state  departments,  schools, 
agencies  and  test  developers  and 
to  propose  solutions  for 
improving  accessibility  in 

all  categories. 

3.  Revisit  the  position  of  not 
transcribing  existing  textbooks  in 
English  Braille  American  Edition 
(EBAE)  into  Unified  English 
Braille  Code  (UEB)  identifying 
specific  criteria,  considering 
demand  and  copyright  date. 


4.  Continue  to  explore  funding 

opportunities  and  shared  financial 
responsibilities  for  providing  and 
expanding  National  Instructional 
Partnership  (NIP)  events. 

3.  Explore  options  in  providing 
braille  files  for  textbooks  in 
addition  to  or  in  lieu  of  hard 
copy  braille  books  based  on  the 
growing  trend  of  students  using 
technology  to  access  information 
and  instructors  using  portions 
of  textbooks. 

6.  Continue  to  work  with  vendors  to 
provide  a “discounted”  or  “out  of 
stock”  message  on  the  shopping 
site  as  recommended  by  ESAC 

in  2014. 

7.  Work  with  current  EOTs  to 
develop  a mentor/buddy  program 
for  new  EOTs  and  first  time  AM 
attendees  to  provide  one  on  one 
support  in  the  fulfillment  of  EOT 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

8.  Expand  the  APH  Scholar  Program 
to  identify  an  annual  “Scholar  of 
the  Year,”  from  the  pool  of  past 
recipients,  who  has  used  their 
APH  experience  to  advance  their 
learning  and  their  leadership  for 
the  benefit  of  the  field. 

9.  Develop  policies  and  procedures 
for  the  AMP  and  APH  product 
feedback  system,  which  may 
include  a 5-star  rating  system. 

10.  Continue  to  expand  APH  visibility 
and  communication  using  social 
media. 


11.  Continue  to  provide  the  resources 
required  to  bring  Braille  Blaster 
to  fruition  by  providing  needed 
features  to  make  files  more 
accessible  in  multiple  formats. 

12.  Provide  more  specific  criteria  for 
the  nomination  process  for  the 
APH  Scholar  Program  to  include 
actual  products  used,  creative 
product  application,  and  methods 
of  product  promotion. 

13.  Evaluate  the  existing  criteria 
and  time  frames  for  the  Braille 
Transcriber  Apprentice  Program, 
given  the  individual  state 
parole  requirements. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


Educational  Services  Advisory 
Committee  2015 

James  R.  Durst,  Chair,  Indiana 
Karen  Ross,  Massachusetts 
Karen  Duffy,  Nebraska 
Robin  King,  Louisiana 
Carolyn  Lasater,  Utah 
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Report  of  the  Educational  Products  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2015 


The  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  as  of  May,  2015:  Left  to  right:  Craig 
Meador,  Washington;  Angyln  Young,  Arkansas;  Collette 
C.  Bauman,  Chair,  Michigan;  Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana; 
Kristin  Oien,  Minnesota;  Madeleine  Burkindine, 

Kansas;  Dorinda  Rife,  Massachusetts. 


Purpose  of  EPAC 

The  purpose  of  the  Educational 

Products  Advisory  Committee 
(EPAC)  is: 

• To  advise  the  American  Printing 
Efouse  for  the  Blind  (APH)  in 
establishing  priorities,  standards, 
and  policies  regarding  products. 

• To  review  research  and 
development  priorities,  suggest 
additional  areas  of  interest, 
and  advise  APH  staff  on  the 
prioritization  of  needs  and  projects. 

• To  review  products  under 
development  and  to  consider 
approval  of  finished  products  for 
purchase  with  Federal  Quota  funds. 

• To  recommend  parents,  caregivers, 
students,  clients,  and  professionals 
in  the  field  serve  as  subjects  for 
research  or  field-test  purposes, 

as  project  consultants,  and/or  as 
committee  members. 


Introduction 

In  May  2015,  the  EPAC  met  for  the 
fourteenth  year  as  a formal  advisory 
committee  to  APH — meeting  with 
project  leaders  and  other  APH  staff. 
The  committee  appreciated  the  time 
dedicated  to  project  discussions 
and  preparation  for  the  EPAC  visit. 
The  APH  staff  clearly  demonstrates 
passion,  enthusiasm,  and  commitment 
to  the  vision  of  the  company  and 
is  dedicated  to  the  development  of 
products  for  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired. 

EPAC  Commendations  2015 

1.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
establishing  and  utilizing  eight 
clearly-defined  milestones  when 
considering  field  testing,  revising, 
and  introducing  new  products. 

2.  The  EPAC  commends  APH’s 
significantly  increased  efficiency 
over  the  past  4 years  regarding 
overall  project  completion 
timelines. 

3.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
the  implementation  of  the 
Technology  Strategic  Plan,  which 


encompasses  the  REAL  Plan,  and 
for  possessing  the  determination 
and  foresight  to  carefully  examine 
product  efficacy  and  the  courage 
to  sunset  products  as  needed. 

4.  The  EPAC  commends  the 
Software  Engineering  and 
Assistive  Technology  Department 
for  hiring  a Project  Leader  to 
manage  its  myriad  endeavors. 

5.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
its  judicious  use  of  3-D  printing 
and  the  Roland  printer  to  reduce 
tooling  expenses  and  decrease 
prototyping  delays. 

6.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
increasing  the  number  of  surveys 
sent  to  EOTs  and  others  in  the 
blindness  field  in  order  to  more 
effectively  gauge  product  needs. 

7.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
fostering  a spirit  of  collaboration 
internally  and  with  outside 
agencies  and  personnel,  resulting 
in  improved  product  quality  and 
shrinking  timelines. 
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8.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on 
the  release  of  the  feature-rich 
Visual  Brailler  iPad  app  for  use  by 
transcribers,  students,  and  anyone 
interested  in  practicing  any  and  all 
braille  codes. 

9.  The  EPAC  commends  APEI 
lor  continuing  to  increase  the 
number  of  images  available 

in  the  Tactile  Graphics  Image 
Library  and  appreciates  the  timely 
responsiveness  of  TGIL  staff  to 
customer  requests  and  feedback. 

10.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on  the 
development  and  upcoming  field 
testing  of  I-M-ABLE  materials  for 
readers  of  functional  braille,  which 
is  an  area  of  pressing  need  in  the 
field. 

11.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  hiring  a CVI  Project 
Leader  resulting  in  beneficial 
developments  surrounding 
CVI  products. 

12.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  revising  the  packaging  and 
distribution  of  Early  Braille 
Trade  Books  in  response  to 
customer  feedback. 

13.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  its  mindful  and  proactive 
approach  to  the  implementation 
of  Unified  English  Braille. 

14.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
utilizing  principles  of  universal 
design,  making  products  useful 
to  and  able  to  be  used  by  general 
educators,  paraeducators,  and 
peers. 


15.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
adapting  mainstream  products 
for  use  by  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired,  resulting 
in  more  inclusive  classroom 
participation. 

16.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on 
the  free  update  to  the  Orion  TI-84 
Plus  Talking  Graphing  Calculator, 
which  allows  for  output  to 
refreshable  braille  displays. 

17.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on 
the  development  of  the  web- 
based  Nemeth  Tutorial,  useful 
to  students,  TVIs,  and  university 
personnel  preparation  programs. 

18.  The  EPAC  commends  the  Early 
Childhood  Project  Leader  for 
conducting  in-person  outreach 
and  technical  assistance  regarding 
APH  products  to  parents 
at  conferences  and  other 
gatherings. 

19.  The  EPAC  commends  the 
Tactile  Graphics  Project 
Leader  for  the 
development  of  clearly 
defined  questions  and 
criteria  when  selecting 
field  testers. 


20.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
the  development  and  upcoming 
field  testing  of  Sports  Courts, 
which  promotes  spatial  skills 
development  and  increased 
socialization  for  students  who  are 
blind  and  visually  impaired  and 
peers. 

21.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
working  with  outside  entities  to 
increase  the  availability  of  graphic 
artists  and  designers  in  order  to 
expedite  project  completion. 

22.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
selecting  early  childhood  readers 
that  promote  the  examination 
and  understanding  of  a wide 
variety  of  tactile  graphics  and  age- 
appropriate  vocabulary. 


Building  on  Patterns  (BOP)  is  a complete  primary 
literacy  program  designed  to  teach  beginning 
braille  users  all  language  arts  — reading,  writing, 
and  spelling.  The  new  version  of  Patterns  is 
Unified  English  Braille  (UEB)  compliant. 
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EPAC  Recommendations 
2015: 

Consistent  with  the  Act  to  Promote 

the  Education  of  the  Blind  (1879): 

1.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  modernize  Talking  Typer — 
maintaining  its  rock  solid  data 
monitoring  and  reporting  features 
while  giving  the  end  user  a more 
interactive,  less  stolid  instructional 
experience. 

2.  The  EPAC  recommends,  in 
response  to  indications  from 
the  field,  that  APH  responsibly 
phase  out  the  sale  o(  the  Next 
Generation  Perkins-APH  Brailler. 

3.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
legacy  Touch  and  Tell  in  favor  of 
expanding  beneficial  partnerships 
(e.g.,  Les  Doigts  Qui  Revent , 
LDQR)  with  early  childhood  book 
publishers  to  offer  an  increasingly 
greater  variety  of  beginning  tactile 
graphics  titles.  This  is  important 
given  the  significantly  increased 
emphasis  placed  on  a child’s  ability 
to  evaluate  and  interpret  graphics. 

4.  The  EPAC  recommends  that,  in 
the  digital  age,  APH  continue  to 
expand  instructional  offerings/ 
products  including  the  creation 
of  field  driven  webinars,  video 
clips,  blog  entries,  Pinterest  posts, 
YouTube  videos,  and  other  online 
and  social  media. 

5.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
consider  revising  field  testing 
procedures  and  other  requests  for 
product  feedback  to  include  travel 
by  project  leaders  to  geographically 


diverse  schools  for  the  blind, 
consumer  group  meetings,  parent 
and  student  seminars,  etc.  to 
acquire  candid,  meaningful,  and 
immediate  feedback  from  those 
for  whom  a product  is  most  useful 
while  simultaneously  promoting 
existing  products  as  appropriate. 

6.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
continue  to  allocate  resources  to 
meet  current  and  future  needs 
for  graphic  artists  and  designers 
to  continue  shrinking  project 
completion  timelines. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  2015 

Collette  C.  Bauman,  Chair, 
Michigan 

Madeleine  Burkindine,  Kansas 
Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana 
Craig  Meador,  Washington 
Kristin  Oien,  Minnesota 
Dorinda  Rife,  Massachusetts 
Angyln  Young,  Arkansas 

May  4,  2015  - May  7,  2015 


Addendum  to  the  Advisory 
Committee  Reports,  Provided 
by  APH 

APH  Products  Approved  for 
Purchase  with  Federal  Quota 
Funds,  FY2015 


This  interactive  map  with  talking  tactile 
pen  is  a dynamic  learning  tool  for 
accessing  information  about  the  50 
states.  It  was  approved  by  the  EPAC 
Committee  for  purchase  using  Federal 
Quota  funds. 

• Interactive  US  Map  with  Talking 
Tactile  Pen 

• Color-by-Texture  Marking  Mats 

• Tactile  World  Globe 

• Tactile  Book  Builder 

• AnyMath  Board 

• Holy  Moly 

• O&M  for  Wheelchair  Users 

• Tactile  Compass  for  Math  & Art 

• Light  In-Sight:  Reflection  & 
Refraction  Kit 

• Spinner  Overlays  for  the  Lightbox 

• Orion  TI-30XS  MultiView  Talking 
Scientific  Calculator 

• Explorer  Bright  Ray 
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Distribution  of  Elig ible  Students 

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  6,  2014  (FY  2015) 


The  Federal  Quota  Program  was  initiated  in  1879  by  the  Federal  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind.  This  program  is 
a means  whereby  a per  capita  amount  of  money  is  designated  for  the  purchase  of  educational  materials  for  each  eligible  student 
registered  through  an  established  Federal  Quota  account.  These  Federal  Quota  accounts  are  maintained  and  administered  by  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  (APH)  and  its  Ex  Officio  Trustees. 

The  Federal  Quota  Registration  is  the  census  that  records  students  who  are  eligible  to  receive  materials  provided  by  the  Federal 
Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind.  This  census  is  conducted  through  the  Advisory  Services  portion  of  the  act. 


Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

INFANT  PROGRAMS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

166 

62 

84 

1,967 

748 

3,027 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

7 

4 

79 

848 

208 

1,146 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

3 

5 

34 

189 

54 

285 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

17 

3 

20 

Totals: 

176 

71 

197 

3,021 

1,013 

4,478 

PRESCHOOL: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

640 

171 

255 

2,688 

1,388 

5,142 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

16 

15 

61 

340 

57 

489 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

5 

1 

6 

19 

11 

42 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

9 

12 

21 

Totals: 

661 

187 

322 

3,056 

1,468 

5,694 

KINDERGARTEN: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 

808 

21 

210 

11 

143 

15 

745 

96 

675 

28 

2,581 

171 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

9 

0 

2 

3 

8 

22 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

Totals: 

838 

221 

160 

844 

716 

2,779 

GRADE  1: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 

973 

24 

228 

15 

134 

13 

522 

34 

626 

12 

2,483 

98 

Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

13 

2 

Totals: 

1,002 

244 

149 

556 

645 

2,596 

GRADE  2: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1,027 

30 

7 

0 

231 

27 

0 

0 

143 
1 1 
0 
0 

354 

37 

2 

0 

683 

9 

3 

1 

2,438 

114 

12 

1 

Totals: 

1,064 

258 

154 

393 

696 

2,565 

GRADE  3: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1,083 

24 

5 

0 

252 

26 

2 

0 

148 

7 

1 

0 

264 

38 

1 

0 

695 

9 

3 

6 

2,442 

104 

12 

6 

Totals: 

1,112 

280 

156 

303 

713 

2,564 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students  (continued) 


Ulhli  ll/UilUll  Ui  Liiyimu  

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  6,  2014  (FY  2015) 

Visual  Braille  Auditory 

r Readers  Readers  Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

GRADE  4: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1,165 

48 

8 

0 

240 

36 

2 

0 

133 

12 

0 

1 

195 

34 

0 

1 

624 

7 

3 

2 

2,357 

137 

13 

4 

GRADE  5: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

Totals: 

1,221 

1,209 

48 

7 

0 

278 

284 

33 

1 

0 

146 

157 

9 

3 

0 

230 

173 

22 

1 

0 

636 

623 

10 

2 

5 

2,511 

2,446 

122 

14 

5 

GRADE  6: 

Totals: 

1,264 

318 

169 

196 

640 

2,587 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,184 

262 

163 

133 

578 

2,320 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

64 

47 

12 

17 

21 

161 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

9 

4 

1 

2 

5 

21 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

5 

GRADE  7: 

Totals: 

1,258 

313 

177 

152 

607 

2,507 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,129 

263 

160 

93 

571 

2,216 

Schools  for  rhe  Blind 

72 

58 

13 

9 

13 

165 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

10 

0 

1 

1 

3 

15 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

GRADE  8: 

Totals: 

1,211 

321 

174 

103 

589 

2,398 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,131 

265 

158 

96 

541 

2,191 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

83 

76 

11 

11 

15 

196 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

9 

3 

0 

0 

2 

14 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

GRADE  9: 

Totals: 

1,223 

344 

169 

107 

561 

2,404 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,119 

260 

161 

76 

494 

2,110 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

91 

79 

19 

12 

14 

215 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

5 

2 

3 

0 

2 

12 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

GRADE  10: 

Totals: 

1,216 

341 

183 

88 

513 

2,341 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,119 

229 

172 

69 

477 

2,066 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

83 

77 

26 

14 

13 

213 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

5 

1 

2 

0 

2 

10 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Totals: 

1,208 

307 

200 

83 

494 

2,292 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students  (continued) 

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  6,  2014  (FY  2015) 


Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

GRADE  11: 

Stare  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1,020 

83 

11 

1 

255 

76 

0 

0 

179 

18 

0 

0 

58 

16 

0 

0 

427 

16 

2 

2 

1 ,939 
209 
13 
3 

GRADE  12: 

Totals: 

1,115 

331 

197 

74 

447 

2,164 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1,290 

101 

13 

0 

324 

126 

1 

0 

232 

34 

6 

0 

72 

17 

0 

0 

783 

35 

2 

4 

2,701 

313 

22 

4 

ACADEMIC  NONGRADED: 

Totals: 

1,404 

451 

272 

89 

824 

3,040 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 

304 

23 

36 

42 

130 

17 

103 

27 

507 

48 

1,080 

157 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Totals: 

328 

78 

147 

130 

557 

1,240 

TRANSITION  STUDENTS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

78 

32 

34 

13 

62 

219 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

49 

40 

42 

5 

17 

153 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Totals: 

131 

72 

77 

18 

82 

380 

FUNCTIONAL  CURRICULUM: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 

291 

35 

34 

23 

152 

58 

113 

11 

854 

20 

1,444 

147 

Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

26 

4 

32 

9 

14 

17 

72 

Totals: 

328 

57 

238 

160 

897 

1,680 

ADULT  STUDENTS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

336 

136 

1,226 

41 

212 

89 

405 

22 

580 

75 

996 

101 

82 

3 

39 

27 

2,103 

91 

393 

1,212 

3,313 

394 

3,059 

1,403 

Totals: 

1,739 

728 

1,752 

151 

3,799 

8,169 

OTHER  REGISTRANTS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

553 

45 

12 

0 

110 

23 

0 

0 

653 

76 

27 

0 

638 

75 

1 

2 

4,802 

273 

15 

45 

6,756 

492 

55 

47 

Totals: 

610 

133 

756 

716 

5,135 

7,350 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students  (continued) 
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Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  6,  2014  (FY  2015) 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

TOTALS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 
Schools  for  the  Blind 
Rehabilitation  Programs 
Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

16,625 

1,083 

1,356 

45 

3,960 

923 

428 

22 

3,971 

608 

1,086 

130 

8,454 
1 ,666 
262 
88 

18,261 

916 

527 

1,328 

51,271 

5,196 

3,659 

1,613 

Totals: 

19,109 

5,333 

5,795 

10,470 

21,032 

61,739 

Student  Percentages  by  Program  Type: 

83.0%  State  Departments 
of  Education 

8.4%  Schools  for  the  Blind 

6.0%  Rehabilitation 
Programs 

2.6%  Multiple  Disabilities 
Programs 


Student  Percentages  by  Reading  Medium:  Primary 

34.0%  Non-readers 
31.0%  Visual  Readers 
17.0%  Pre-readers 
8.6%  Braille  Readers 
9.4%  Auditory  Readers 


Student  Percentages  by  Reading  Medium:  Secondary 

60.4%  Not  Applicable 
30.0%  Auditory  Readers 
5.2%  Braille  Readers 


4.4%  Visual  Readers 


Student  Readers  by  Reading  Medium 


63.3%  Visual  Readers 
17.4%  Braille  Readers 
19.3%  Auditory  Readers 


Explanation  of  Reading  Media: 

• Visual  Readers:  Students  primarily  using  print. 

• Braille  Readers:  Students  primarily  using  braille. 

• Auditory  Readers:  Students  primarily  using  a reader  or 
auditory  material. 

• Pre-readers:  Students  working  on  or  toward  a readiness 
level;  infants,  preschoolers,  or  older  students  with  reading 
potential. 

• Non-readers:  Students  who  show  no  reading  potential; 
students  who  do  not  fall  in  any  of  the  above  categories. 

• Primary  Reading  Medium  indicates  the  student’s 
preferred  medium  for  accessing  educational  materials  and 
other  information. 

• Secondary  Reading  Medium  indicates  the  medium  used 
in  addition  to  a student’s  primary  reading  medium  to  access 
educational  materials  and  other  information. 

2015 


Appropriate  Use  of  Federal 
Quota  Census  Data 

The  specific  purpose  of  the  annual  Federal  Quota  Census  is 
to  register  students  in  the  United  States  and  outlying  areas 
who  meet  the  definition  of  blindness  and  are  therefore 
eligible  for  adapted  educational  materials  from  APH 
through  the  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

Statements  regarding  student  literacy,  use  of 
appropriate  learning  media,  and  students  taught  in 
a specific  medium  cannot  be  supported  using  APH 
registration  data. 


Note:  These  data  were  collected  and  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Field  Services  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  the  administration 
of  the  Federal  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  of  1879. 
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- — — Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds 

^ nilt!  enC*U?ft'0n  Visual|y  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
U unds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 


Pupils  as  of 

FY  201 5 

State  and  Agency 

January  6, 

Allocation 

2014 

in  Dollars 

ALABAMA 

Alabama  Stare  Department  of  Education,  Talladega 


Alabama  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Talladega 

74 

^ ' y 1 / • w 1 

22,289.17 

Alabama  Institute  for  Deaf  and  Blind,  Talladega 

484 

145,783.21 

ALASKA 

Alaska  State  Department  of  Education,  Anchorage 

128 

38,554.24 

AMERICAN  SAMOA 

American  Samoa  Department  of  Education,  Pago  Pago 

33 

9,939.76 

ARIZONA 

Arizona  State  Department  of  Education,  Phoenix 

798 

240,361.57 

Arizona  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Phoenix 

155 

46,686.77 

Arizona  State  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Tucson 

453 

136,445.85 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas  State  Department  of  Education,  Sherwood 

293 

88,253.06 

Arkansas  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Sherwood 

30 

9,036.15 

Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind,  Little  Rock 

134 

40,361.47 

World  Services  for  the  Blind,  Little  Rock 

52 

1 5,662.66 

Conway  Human  Development  Center,  Conway 

73 

21,987.96 

CALIFORNIA 

California  Department  of  Education,  Sacramento 

4,874 

1,468,073.23 

California  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Sacramento 

625 

188,253.11 

California  School  for  the  Blind,  Fremont 

73 

21,987.96 

Braille  Institute  of  America  Inc.,  Los  Angeles 

132 

39,759.06 

Orientation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Fremont 

45 

13,554.22 

COLORADO 

Colorado  Department  of  Education,  Colorado  Springs 

418 

125,903.68 

Colorado  Department  of  Education,  fPNP,  Colorado  Springs 

89 

26,807.24 

Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Colorado  Springs 

47 

14,156.63 

Rehabilitation  Center,  Denver  

16 

4,819.28 

Note:  The  agencies  in  this  section  are  in  the  following  order  within  each  state:  State  Departments  of  Education,  Schools  for  the 
Blind,  Rehabilitation  Programs,  Programs  for  Students  with  Multiple  Disabilities. 

*Note:  The  abbreviation  “PNP”  means  “Private,  Non-profit.” 


APH  Annual  Report  2015  I 25 


mH/MKUivJ  - — ; 

Aqencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

CONNECTICUT 

Board  of  Education  & Services  for  the  Blind,  Windsor 

571 

171,988.04 

Board  of  Education  & Services  for  the  Blind,  *PNP,  Windsor 

5 

1,506.02 

Oak  Hill  School,  Hartford 

20 

6,024.10 

Connecticut  State  Department  ot  Developmental  Services,  Hartford 

68 

20,481.94 

DELAWARE 

State  Department  ot  Education,  New  Castle 

221 

66,566.30 

State  Department  ot  Education,  *PNP,  New  Castle 

2 

602.41 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Schools,  Washington 

45 

13,554.22 

FLORIDA 

Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  Tampa 

1,735 

522,590.64 

Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Tampa 

67 

20,180.73 

Florida  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  St.  Augustine 

319 

96,084.39 

Division  of  Blind  Services,  Daytona  Beach 

42 

12,650.61 

Miami  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  Miami 

21 

6,325.30 

Conklin  Centers  for  the  Blind,  Daytona  Beach 

40 

12,048.20 

GEORGIA 

Georgia  State  Department  of  Education,  Clarkston 

1,387 

417,771.30 

Georgia  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Clarkston 

4 

1,204.82 

Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind,  Macon 

95 

28,614.47 

Center  for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Atlanta 

48 

14,457.84 

East  Central  Regional  Hospital,  Gracewood 

0 

0.00 

Roosevelt  Warm  Springs  Institute  for  Rehabilitation 

0 

0.00 

GUAM 

Guam  Department  of  Education,  Hagatna 

58 

17,469.89 

HAWAII 

Hawaii  Department  of  Education,  Honolulu 

204 

61,445.82 

Hawaii  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Honolulu 

26 

7,831.33 

Hawaii  Center  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Honolulu 

3 

903.61 

Hawaii  Department  of  Human  Services,  Ho'opono  Services  for  the  Blind  Branch 

19 

5,722.89 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 

Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 


Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 


FY  201 5 
Allocation 


IDAHO 

Idaho  State  Department  of  Education,  Gooding 

206 

in  uouars 

62,048.23 

Idaho  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Gooding 

27 

8,132.53 

Idaho  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Boise 

10 

3,012.05 

ILLINOIS 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Education,  Chicago 

2,030 

611,446.10 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Education,  *PNP,  Chicago 

486 

146,385.62 

Illinois  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Jacksonville 

109 

32,831.34 

The  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind,  Winnetka 

981 

295,482.08 

The  Chicago  Lighthouse  for  People  who  are  Blind  or  Visually  Impaired 

182 

54,819.31 

Illinois  Center  for  Rehabilitation  and  Education  - Wood,  Chicago 

49 

14,759.04 

The  Hope  School,  Springfield 

16 

4,819.28 

INDIANA 

Indiana  Department  of  Education,  Indianapolis 

726 

218,674.81 

Indiana  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Indianapolis 

33 

9,939.76 

Indiana  School  for  the  Blind,  Indianapolis 

112 

33,734.96 

Indiana  Department  of  Education  - Adult  Students,  Indianapolis 

64 

19,277.12 

IOWA 

Iowa  Department  of  Education,  Vinton 

461 

138,855.49 

Iowa  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Vinton 

7 

2,108.43 

Iowa  Department  for  the  Blind,  Glenwood 

37 

11,144.58 

Glenwood  Resource  Center,  Glenwood 

28 

8,433.74 

KANSAS 

Kansas  Srare  Board  of  Education,  Kansas  City 

599 

180,421.78 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Education,  +PNP,  Kansas  City 

121 

36,445.80 

Kansas  State  School  for  the  Blind 

36 

10,843.38 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Aqencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

KENTUCKY 

Kentucky  Department  of  Education,  Louisville 

525 

158,132.61 

Kentucky  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Louisville 

51 

15,361.45 

Kentucky  School  lor  the  Blind,  Louisville 

65 

19,578.32 

Kentucky  Department  for  the  Blind,  Louisville 

11 

3,313.25 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana  Department  ol  Education,  Baton  Rouge 

530 

159,638.64 

Louisiana  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Baton  Rouge 

1 

301.20 

Louisiana  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

61 

18,373.50 

Louisiana  Center  for  the  Blind,  Ruston 

82 

24,698.81 

The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  in  New  Orleans,  Inc.,  New  Orleans 

6 

1,807.23 

MAINE 

Maine  Division  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Bangor 

162 

48,795.21 

Maine  Division  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  *PNP,  Bangor 

13 

3,915.66 

MARYLAND 

Maryland  State  Department  of  Education,  Baltimore 

660 

198,795.28 

Maryland  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Baltimore 

143 

43,072.31 

Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  Baltimore 

167 

50,301.23 

Columbia  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Riverdale 

42 

12,650.61 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  Malden 

1,501 

452,108.67 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Malden 

68 

20,481.94 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  - Infants  and  Toddlers,  Watertown 

133 

40,060.26 

The  Carroll  Center  for  the  Blind,  Newton 

27 

8,132.53 

Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind,  Brookline 

14 

4,216.87 

Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Boston 

714 

215,060.35 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  - School  Programs,  Watertown 

148 

44,578.34 

MICHIGAN 

Michigan  Department  of  Education,  Flint 

1,992 

600,000.31 

Michigan  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Flint 

15 

4,518.07 

Visually  Handicapped  Services/Detroit  Receiving  Hospital  and  University  Health 

Center,  Detroit  15 

4,518.07 

Michigan  Bureau  of  Services  for  Blind  Persons,  Kalamazoo 

112 

33,734.96 

Greater  Detroit  Agency  for  the  Blind  & Visually  Impaired,  Detroit 

5 

1,506.02 

28  | APH  Annual  Report  2015 


Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 

Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 


State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

MINNESOTA 

Minnesota  Department  of  Education,  Roseville 

1,074 

323,494.15 

Minnesota  Department  of  Education, *PNP,  Roseville 

5 

1,506.02 

Minnesota  State  Academy  for  the  Blind,  Faribault 

44 

13,253.02 

Blind,  Inc.,  Minneapolis 

13 

3,915.66 

Vision  Loss  Resources,  Minneapolis 

29 

8,734.94 

Duluth  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Duluth 

2 

602.41 

MISSISSIPPI 

Mississippi  State  Department  of  Education,  Jackson 

318 

95,783.18 

Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind,  Jackson 

68 

20,481.94 

Addie  McBryde  Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Jackson 

29 

8,734.94 

MISSOURI 

Department  of  Elementary  & Secondary  Education,  St.  Louis 

1,073 

323,192.94 

Department  of  Elementary  & Secondary  Education,  *PNP,  St.  Louis 

226 

68,072.32 

Missouri  School  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis 

38 

11,445.79 

Alphapointe  Association  for  the  Blind,  Kansas  City 

47 

14,156.63 

Missouri  Family  Support  Division 

29 

8,734.94 

MONTANA 

Montana  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Great  Falls 

211 

63,554.25 

Montana  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Great  Falls 

18 

5,421.69 

Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Great  Falls 

17 

5,120.48 

NEBRASKA 

Nebraska  State  Department  of  Education,  Nebraska  City 

378 

113,855.48 

Nebraska  State  Department  of  Education,  'PNP,  Nebraska  City 

3 

903.61 

Nebraska  Center  for  the  Education  of  Children  who  are  Blind  or  Visually  Impaired,  Nebraska  City  16 

4,819.28 

NEVADA 

363 

109,337.41 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

309 

93,072.34 

New  Hampshire  Department  ol  Education,  PNP  Concord _ 

16 

4,819.28 
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Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  2015 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

NEW  JERSEY 

New  Tersev  Commission  tor  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Newark 

1,729 

520,783.41 

St.  loseoh  School  for  the  Blind/Concordia  Learning  Center,  Jersey  City 

141 

42,469.90 

NEW  MEXICO 

New  Mexico  State  Department  of  Education,  Alamogordo 

535 

161,144.66 

New  Mexico  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Alamogordo 

2 

602.41 

New  Mexico  School  for  the  Visually  EJandicapped,  Alamogordo 

88 

26,506.04 

NEW  YORK 

New  York  State  Education  Department,  Batavia 

2,577 

776,205.23 

New  York  State  Education  Department,  *PNP,  Batavia 

1,176 

354,217.05 

Lavelle  School  for  the  Blind,  Bronx 

96 

28,915.68 

New  York  Institute  for  Special  Education,  Bronx 

131 

39,457.85 

New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Batavia 

53 

15,963.86 

Helen  Keller  National  Center,  Sands  Point 

29 

8,734.94 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Education,  Raleigh 

1,211 

364,759.23 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Education,  *PNP,  Raleigh 

364 

109,638.61 

The  Governor  Morehead  School,  Raleigh 

254 

76,506.06 

Division  of  Services  for  the  Blind,  Raleigh 

50 

15,060.25 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Grand  Forks 

246 

74,096.42 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Grand  Forks 

22 

6,626.51 

North  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind,  Grand  Forks 

69 

20,783.14 

NORTHERN  MARIANA  ISLANDS 

Commonwealth  of  the  Northern  Mariana  Islands  (CNMI)  Department  of  Education 

17 

5,120.48 

Commonwealth  of  the  Northern  Marianas  Islands  (CNMI)  Department  of  Education  NP 

1 

301.20 

OHIO 

Ohio  State  Department  of  Education,  Columbus 

1,744 

525  301  48 

Ohio  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Columbus 

24 

7,228.92 

Ohio  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Columbus 

87 

26,204.83 

201  5 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma  Department  of  Education,  Oklahoma  City 

763 

229,819.40 

Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind,  Muskogee 

69 

20,783.14 

OREGON 

Oregon  Department  of  Education,  Salem 

626 

188,554.32 

Oregon  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Salem 

17 

5,120.48 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education,  Harrisburg 

1,821 

548,494.26 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Harrisburg 

63 

18,975.91 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia 

379 

114,156.69 

Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  Blind  Children,  Pittsburgh 

184 

55,421.72 

Blind  And  Vision  Rehabilitation  Services  of  Pittsburgh,  Homestead 

24 

7,228.92 

Royer-Greaves  School  for  Blind,  Downingtown 

25 

7,530.12 

Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Blindness  & Visual  Services 

68 

20,481.94 

Elwyn  Inc 

10 

3,012.05 

PUERTO  RICO 

Puerto  Rico  Department  of  Education,  San  Juan 

672 

202,409.74 

Puerto  Rico  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  San  Juan 

16 

4,819.28 

Instituto  Loaiza  Cordero  para  Ninos  Ciegos,  San  Juan 

44 

13,253.02 

Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind  of  Puerto  Rico,  San  ]uan 

94 

28,313.27 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Rhode  Island  Department  of  Education,  Providence 

134 

40,361.47 

Rhode  Island  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Providence 

46 

13,855.43 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Education,  Columbia 

616 

185,542.27 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Columbia 

2 

602.41 

South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  Blind  and  Multihandicapped,  Columbia 

166 

50,000.03 

South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Columbia 

20 

6,024.10 

South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  Blind  and  Multihandicapped,  *PNP,  Columbia 

50 

15,060.25 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Disabilities  and_Special  Needs,  Columbia_ 

488 

146,988.03 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Aqencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

South  Dakota  Department  of  Education,  Pierre 

70 

21,084.35 

South  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Aberdeen 

138 

41,566.29 

South  Dakota  Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Sioux  Falls 

7 

2,108.43 

TENNESSEE 

Tennessee  State  Department  of  Education,  Nashville 

759 

228,614.58 

Tennessee  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Nashville 

22 

6,626.5 1 

Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind,  Nashville 

141 

42,469.90 

TEXAS 


Texas  Education  Agency,  Austin 

4,862 

1,464,458.60 

Texas  Education  Agency,  *PNP,  Austin 

5 

1,506.02 

Texas  School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Austin 

145 

43,674.72 

The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  Houston,  Houston 

80 

24,096.40 

Criss  Cole  Rehabilitation  Center,  Austin 

144 

43,373.52 

Texas  Department  of  Aging  and  Disability  Services,  Austin 

757 

228,012.17 

UTAH 

Utah  State  Office  of  Education,  Ogden 

426 

128,313.32 

Utah  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Ogden 

142 

42,771.11 

VERMONT 

Vermont  State  Department  of  Education,  South  Burlington 

139 

41,867.49 

VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

Virgin  Islands  Department  of  Education,  St.  Thomas 

16 

4,819.28 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia  Department  of  Education,  Richmond 

1,359 

409,337.56 

Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  - Staunton,  Staunton 

42 

12,650.61 

Department  for  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired,  Richmond 

85 

25,602.42 

Department  for  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired,  *PNP,  Richmond 

15 

4,518.07 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 

Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2015 


State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  6, 
2014 

FY  201 5 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

WASHINGTON 

Washington  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Vancouver 

880 

265,060.38 

Washington  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Vancouver 

58 

17,469.89 

Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Vancouver 

40 

12,048.20 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Education,  Romney 

241 

72,590.40 

West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Romney 

2 

602.41 

West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Romney 

97 

29,216.88 

WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Janesville 

916 

275,903.76 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Janesville 

26 

7,831.33 

Wisconsin  School  for  the  Visually  Handicapped  & Educational  Services 
for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Janesville 

41 

12,349.40 

WYOMING 

Wyoming  Department  of  Education,  Riverton 

138 

41,566.29 

Wyoming  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Riverton 

41 

12,349.40 

Totals 

61,739 

18,596,094.09 
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Department  of  Development 


Helping  Blind  People  Become 
More  Independent 

Across  the  U.S.,  people  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired  receive  accessible 
magazines  free-of-charge  from  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
(APH).  These  magazines  contain  vital 
information,  helping  readers  become 
more  independent.  APH's  magazine 
program,  serving  Americans  for  over 
85  years,  is  possible  because  of  generous 
donors  from  all  walks  of  life. 


Accessible  Magazines 
Offered  by  APH  - FREE 
to  Eligible  Readers 

Braille  Reader’s  Digest 

Since  1928,  our  nation’s  blind  citizens 
have  been  able  to  receive  Reader’s  Digesf 
in  braille  from  APH. 


Recorded  Reader’s  Digest' 

Reader’s  Digesf  in  recorded  form  has 
been  offered  by  APH  since  1939. 

Newsweek'  Talking  Magazine 

Newsweek'"  on  cassette  has  been  offered 
by  APH  since  1959.  Readers  rely  on 
the  in-depth  current  affairs  coverage 
contained  in  Newsweek. 


Magazine  Downloads 

Digest.  “ 


Newsweek 


Downloadable  Magazines:  APH  is  proud  to 
offer  free  downloadable  Reader’s  Digest ® 
and  Newsweek0  http://tech.aph.org/ 
mags/  as  an  option  to  our  subscribers. 


Scholastic  News' 9 Series 

Weekly  Reader1  in  both  braille  and  large 
print  started  in  1946  and  is  mailed  each 
week  to  hundreds  of  students.  Weekly 
Reader"  is  now  Scholastic  News9 — two 
respected  names  creating  a fun  and 
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highly  educational  magazine  series  for 
students  pre-K  through  grade  12.  With 
the  support  of  our  donors,  we  are  able 
to  offer  Scholastic  News”  at  the  same  rate 
as  the  regular  print  editions.  Do  you 
know  someone  who  might  be  eligible 
for  accessible  magazines?  Contact 
APH  for  more  information:  1-800-223- 

1839  or  magazines@aph.org. 

Thousands  of 
students  across 
the  U.S.  receive 
Scholastic 
News ® each 
week  in  braille 
and  large  print. 


Braille  Tales  - 

Free  Print/Braille  Book  Program 

APH  is  excited  to  share  the  joy  of 
reading  with  families  through  the 
Braille  Tales  program!  Braille  Tales 
is  a print/braille  book  program  for 
preschoolers  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired.  Families  are  sent  a free  book 
every  other  month  until  the  child 
reaches  their  sixth  birthday.  Parents  or 
grandparents  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired  and  have  a sighted  preschooler 
also  qualify  for  this  program. 


Braille  Tales  is  already  providing 
accessible  books  to  over  900  families 
with  children  under  age  six.  By  early 
2016,  the  program  will  increase 
enrollment  to  provide  1,000  families 
with  age-appropriate  stories.  This 
wouldn’t  be  possible 
without  the  generous 
support  of  donors 
and  our  partnership 
with  the  Dollywood 
Foundation  and 
Dolly  Parton’s 
Imagination 
Library. 


APH  Partners  Print/Braille  Program  benefitting  kids 
like  Layla,  3 1/2  years  old,  from  North  Carolina. 


Early  literacy  skills  are  crucial  to  every 
child’s  development  and  APH  is  proud 
to  make  this  service  accessible  to 
families  across  the  country. 

How  You  Can  Help 

There  are  several  ways  you  can  help 
visually  impaired  readers  receive  the 
essential  information  they  need: 

• Gift  of  Cash  - Making  a gift  of  cash 
by  check  or  credit  card  is  often  the 
most  convenient  way  to  give  to  APH. 
Recurring  donations  make  an  even 
greater  impact.  Give  automatically 
by  arranging  a monthly,  secure 
Electronic  Funds  Transfer  (EFT) 
from  your  bank  account. 

• Tribute  and  Memorial  Gifts  - 

Honor  a friend  or  loved  one  by 
making  a special  donation  to  APH. 
Memorials,  honors,  and  celebrations 
such  as  birthdays,  anniversaries,  and 
weddings  are  acknowledged  with  a 
special  letter. 

• Combined  Federal  Campaign 
for  Federal  Employees  - APH  is  a 

member  of  the  National  Combined 
Federal  Campaign  (CFC),  which 
allows  employees  of  the  federal 
government  to  donate  to  nonprofit 
charities  through  automatic 
payroll  contributions.  APH’s  CFC 
identification  number  is  #72990. 

• Naming  Opportunities  - You  can 

show  your  support  of  our  mission 
by  participating  in  a naming 
opportunity — a chance  to  attach  your 
name  or  the  name  of  a loved  one  to 
APH’s  history  in  support  of  its  future 
(for  example,  one  of  our  Talking  Book 
recording  studios  could  be  named 
after  a special  person  your  life). 


Department  of  Development  (continued) 


• Foundation/Corporate/Civic  Gifts  - 

These  are  an  essential  component 
of  funding  for  APH’s  many 
special  programs. 

• Planned  Giving  - Donors  and 
friends  generously  give  or  plan  to 
give  to  APH  through  their  will,  trust, 
estate,  insurance  policy  or  retirement 
plan.  Stocks  and  bonds  are  excellent 
ways  to  accomplish  charitable  intent 
and  the  donor  can  benefit  from 
favorable  personal  or  estate  tax 
treatment. 

• Matching  gifts  - from  participating 
corporations  can  greatly  extend 

a monetary  gift.  Your  $100  gift 
will  become  $200!  APH  also  has 
a matching  gift  program  to  help 
us  develop  Science,  Technology, 
Engineering  and  Math  (STEM) 
products. 

For  more  information  please  visit  our 
website  at  www.aph.org  or  contact  us 

at  1-888-295-2405  or  development@ 
aph.org. 

Receive  Lifetime  Income  and 
Tax  Breaks 

Caring  individuals  use  Charitable 
Gift  Annuities  (CGA)  to  provide 
major  financial  support  to  APH.  The 
Charitable  Gift  Annuity  is  a popular 
estate-planning  tool  that  provides 
income  for  life  and  favorable  tax  results. 
Features  include: 

• The  amount  of  annual  income  is 
based  on  the  age  of  the  donor. 

• A portion  of  the  amount  transferred 
to  our  CGA  program  is  deductible 
as  a charitable  contribution  on  your 
federal  tax  return. 

• The  annuity  payment  is  fixed  at  the 
time  the  gift  is  made  and  will  not 
decrease. 


You  receive  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  your  significant  gift 
helped  our  nation’s  children  and 
adults  who  are  blind. 

How  to  Receive  Gift  Annuity 
Information 

Contact  1-888-295-2405  or 
development@aph.org.  View  a 
personalized,  no  obligation  web 
presentation  http://aph.giftlegacy. 
com/  that  shows  the  income  and  tax 
benefit  of  setting  up  a gift  plan  using 
your  assets. 

Wills 

Remembering  APH  in  your  Will 
provides  a legacy  toward  our  mission  of 
helping  those  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired. 

There  are  a variety  of  ways  to  plan 
for  your  family  and  loved  ones  with  a 
will  or  living  trust.  We  offer  helpful 
presentations  on  wills  and  estate 
planning.  If  you  wish  to  make  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  the 
recipient  of  a personal  bequest,  please 
use  our  full  name,  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

Living  Legacy  Society 

Donors  who  have  informed  us  of  their 
decision  to  include  APH  in  their  Will 
or  estate  plans  have  the  opportunity  to 
be  recognized  as  members  of  our  1858 
Living  Legacy  Society.  Each  member’s 
medallion  is  custom  engraved  with  the 
donor’s  name  and  is  displayed  in  the 
foyer  of  Tie  Museum  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

Always  consult  your  lawyer  before  making 
or  changing  your  Will. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  further 
details,  or  an  obligation-free  proposal 


on  APH’s  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 
program  or  learn  more  about  Wills  and 
Estate  Planning,  please  call  us  toll  free 
at  1-888-295-2405  or  send  an  email  to 
development@aph.org. 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  Inc.  is  a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit 
organization.  Gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

"Registered  trademarks  of  The  Reader’s 
Digest  Association,  Inc.;  Newsweek, 
Inc.;  and  Scholastic,  Inc. 


Hall  of  Fame  for  Leaders  and 
Legends  of  the  Blindness  Field 

The  Hall  of  Fame 
for  Leaders  and 
Legends  of  the 
Blindness  Field 

is  dedicated  to 
preserving,  honoring, 
and  promoting  the 
tradition  of  excellence 
manifested  by  the  specific  individuals 
inducted  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  and 
through  the  history  of  outstanding 
services  provided  to  people  who  are 
blind  or  visually  impaired.  The  Hall  of 
Fame  is  a project  of  the  entire  field  of 
blindness.  It  is  curated  by  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt  organization. 

The  Wall  of  Tribute  provides  the 
opportunity  to  permanently  honor  a 
person  or  organization  in  your  life  with 
an  engraved  stone,  while  at  the  same 
time  supporting 
the  Hall  of  Fame. 
www.aph.org/ 
hall/development/ 

Five  sizes  of 
elegantly  inscribed  stones  are  available  to 
be  personalized  as  you  choose. 
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Revenue  Statement 


For  the  Years  Ended  September  30,  2015  and  2014 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  (APH)  creates  educational, 
for  people  who  are  visually  impaired  or  blind. 

PRODUCTS  DISTRIBUTED  AND  SOLD: 

workplace,  and  life-style  products 

2015 

2014 

Braille 

$ 5,378,334 

$ 4,957,376 

Recording  and  Duplication 

3,078,946 

2,604,116 

Large  Type 

3,409,089 

4,063,222 

Educational  Aids 

8,923,735 

9,866,140 

Electronic  Products 

7,461,945 

8,859,852 

Other 

229,937 

(1,148,930) 

Total  Products  Sold 

$28,481,986 

$29,201,776 

OTHER  INCOME: 

2015 

2014 

Contributions 

$ 666,477 

$ 862,191 

Bequests 

429,524 

2,276,830 

Interest  and  Dividends 

2,103,693 

2,060,268 

Net  Gain  on  Investments 

- 

7,340,278 

Miscellaneous 

1,696,494 

1,634,094 

Total  Other  Income  (Loss) 

4,896,188 

$14,173,661 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

$33,378,174 

$43,375,437 

36  1 APH  Annual  Report  201 5 


Statements  of  Financial  Position 


2015 

lo  u 1 rmaiiuiai  ruamuii 

September  30,  2015  and  2014 

2014 

ASSETS 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents 

$ 5,655,963 

$ 9,635,593 

Investments 

109,530,297 

110,992,254 

Investments,  the  use  of  which  is  limited 

3,870,578 

4,063,417 

Accounts  receivable,  trade,  net  of  allowance  for  bad  debts 

1,096,388 

905,385 

Government  programs  receivable 

4,497,211 

4,216,686 

Split-interest  agreements 

2,179,093 

2,173,554 

Inventories 

7,408,823 

7,366,112 

Prepaid  expenses 

170,545 

177,488 

Other  receivable 

966,400 

1,132,000 

Property  and  equipment,  net  of  accumulated  depreciation 

2,909,953 

3,155,223 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$138,285,251 

$143,817,712 

LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

Liabilities 

Accounts  payable  and  customer  deposits 

$ 2,033,858 

$ 1,705,050 

Accrued  payroll 

273,074 

328,276 

Accrued  taxes  and  payroll  withholdings 

172,666 

153,600 

Accrued  vacation 

941,296 

897,847 

Annuities  payable 

1,298,358 

1,403,978 

Underfunded  benefit  plan  obligation 

13,763,084 

11,787,084 

Deferred  compensation  liability 

824,213 

1,065,086 

Other  accrued  expenses 

224,633 

- 

Total  Liabilities 

19,531,182 

17,340,921 

Net  Assets 

Unrestricted 

112,704,398 

120,239,820 

Temporarily  restricted 

3,899,992 

4,114,598 

Permanently  restricted 

2,149,679 

2,122,373 

Total  Net  Assets 

118,754,069 

126,476,791 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

$138,285,251 

$143,817,712 

Full  audited  financial  statements  are  available  on  lequest. 
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Statements  of  Activities 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2015 

Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted 

Total 

SUPPORT,  REVENUES  AND  GAINS 

Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

$ 28,481,986 

$ 

$ 

$ 28,481,986 

Contributions  and  Bequests 

1,090,462 

5,539 

- 

1,096,001 

Interest  and  Dividends 

2,026,279 

50,108 

27,306 

2,103,693 

Grants 

438,871 

- 

- 

438,871 

Gain  on  Investments 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  Income 

1,257,623 

- 

- 

1,257,623 

Net  Assets  Released  Irom  Restrictions 

176,764 

(176,764) 

- 

- 

Total  Support,  Revenues  and  Gains 

33,471,985 

(121,117) 

27,306 

33,378,174 

EXPENSES 

Costs  of  Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

23,158,853 

- 

- 

23,158,853 

General  and  Administrative 

5,736,144 

- 

- 

5,736,144 

Program  Support 

4,245,802 

- 

- 

4,245,802 

Fund-Raising  and  Development 

735,044 

- 

- 

735,044 

Miscellaneous  Expense 

104,283 

- 

- 

104,283 

Loss  on  Investments,  net 

4,796,650 

93,489 

- 

4,890,139 

Investment  Fees 

254,631 

- 

- 

254,631 

Total  Expenses 

39,031,407 

93,489 

- 

39,124,896 

Net  Loss  for  the  Retirement  Plan 

(1,976,000) 

— 

— 

(1,976,000) 

Change  in  Net  Assets 

(7,535,422) 

(214,606) 

27,306 

(7,722,722) 

Net  Assets,  Beginning  of  Year 

120,239,820 

4,114,598 

2,122,373 

126,476,791 

Net  Assets,  End  of  Year 

$112,704,398 

$3,899,992 

$2,149,679 

$118,754,069 
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oicucmeiiis  ut  act  v i es 

(continued) 

Year  Ended  September  30,  2014 

Temporarily 

Permanently 

Unrestricted 

Restricted 

Restricted 

Total 

SUPPORT,  REVENUES  AND  GAINS 

Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

$ 29,201,776 

$ 

$ 

$ 29,201,776 

Contributions  and  Bequests 

3,136,594 

2,427 



3,139,021 

Interest  and  Dividends 

1,995,014 

32,984 

32,270 

2,060,268 

Grants 

441,188 

— 

— 

441,188 

Gain  on  Investments 

6,969,71 6 

370,562 

— 

7,340,278 

Miscellaneous  Income 

1,192,906 

- 

— 

1,192,906 

Net  Assets  Released  from  Restrictions 

59,708 

(59,708) 

- 

- 

Total  Support,  Revenues  and  Gains 

42,996,902 

346,265 

32,270 

43,375,437 

EXPENSES 

Costs  of  Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

23,291,812 

- 

- 

23,291,812 

General  and  Administrative 

5,036,334 

- 

- 

5,036,334 

Program  Support 

3,343,281 

- 

- 

3,343,281 

Fund-Raising  and  Development 

708,431 

- 

- 

708,431 

Miscellaneous  Expense 

187,656 

- 

- 

187,656 

Investment  Fees 

236,627 

- 

- 

236,627 

Total  Expenses 

32,804,141 

- 

- 

32,804,141 

Net  Loss  for  the  Retirement  Plan 

(3,298,473) 

- 

- 

(3,298,473) 

Change  in  Net  Assets 

6,894,288 

346,265 

32,270 

7,272,823 

Net  Assets,  Beginning  of  Year 

113,345,532 

3,768,333 

2,090,103 

119,203,968 

Net  Assets,  End  of  Year 

$120,239,820 

$4,114,598 

$2,122,373 

$126,476,791 
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Statements  of  Cash  Flows 


Years  Ended  September  30,  2015  and  2014 

2015 

2014 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  OPERATING  ACTIVITIES 

Cash  received  from  customers 

$28,009,574 

$27,556,698 

Cash  paid  to  suppliers,  employees,  and  others 

(33,112,241) 

(30,605,341) 

Cash  received  from  gifts  and  bequests 

1,045,836 

3,131,681 

Interest  and  dividends 

2,104,577 

2,068,111 

Other  income  and  support 

1,696,494 

1,634,094 

Net  cash  (used  in)  provided  by  operating  activities 

(255,760) 

3,785,243 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  INVESTING  ACTIVITIES 

Proceeds  from  sales  of  marketable  securities 

49,417,311 

5,625,374 

Purchase  of  marketable  securities 

(52,652,654) 

(10,052,259) 

Purchase  of  property  and  equipment 

(427,533) 

(892,261) 

Net  cash  provided  by  (used  in)  investing  activities 

(3,662,876) 

(5,319,146) 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  FINANCING  ACTIVITIES 

Proceeds  from  contributions  restricted  for  investment 

subject  to  annuity  agreements 

36,933 

36,664 

Payments  of  annuity  obligations 

(97,927) 

(101,170) 

Net  cash  (used  in)  provided  by  financing  activities 

(60,994) 

(64,506) 

Increase  (decrease)  in  cash  and  cash  equivalents 

(3,979,630) 

(1,598,409) 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  beginning  of  year 

9,635,593 

11,234,002 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  end  of  year 

$ 5,655,963 

$9,635,593 
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Statements  of  Cash  Flows  (continued) 

Years  Ended  September  30,  2015  and  2014 
2015  2014 


RECONCILIATION  OF  CHANGE  IN  NET  ASSETS 
(USED  IN)  PROVIDED  BY  OPERATING  ACTIVITIES 


Change  in  net  assets 

$ (7,722,722) 

$7,272,823 

Adjustments: 

Depreciation 

672,803 

640,816 

Unrealized  loss  (gain)  on  investments  held 

8,084,456 

(4,089,501) 

Realized  gain  on  investments 

(3,194,317) 

(3,250,777) 

Increase  (decrease)  in  cash  due  to  changes  in: 

Accounts  receivable,  trade 

(191,003) 

15,482 

Other  receivable 

165,600 

168,000 

Government  programs  receivable 

(280,525) 

(1,652,717) 

Split-interest  agreements 

(5,539) 

(2,427) 

Inventories 

(42,711) 

1,329,780 

Prepaid  expenses 

6,943 

43,650 

Accounts  payable  and  customer  deposits 

328,808 

(103,542) 

Accrued  expenses 

(233,560) 

197,896 

Annuities  payable 

(44,626) 

(4,913) 

Underfunded  benefit  plan  obligation 

1,976,000 

3,298,473 

Other  accrued  expenses 

224,633 

(77,800) 

Net  cash  (used  in)  provided  by  operating  activities 

$ (255,760) 

$ 3,785,243 
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Schedules  of  Costs 

Schedules  of  Costs  of  Products  Distributed,  General  and  Administrative, 
Program  Support,  Fund-Raising,  and  Development  Functional  Expenses 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2015 


Program  A 

Program  B 

Fund-Raising 

Development 

Total 

Costs  of  materials  and  production 

$ 

$13,875,080 

$ 44,000 

$ 

$13,919,080 

Labor  costs 

225,057 

13,085,389 

319,345 

60,729 

13,690,520 

Supplies 

5,523 

709,202 

3,157 

569 

718,451 

Dues  and  subscriptions 

1,062 

32,323 

18,746 

73 

52,204 

Travel 

2,706 

143,438 

7,662 

298 

154,104 

Professional  service  fees 

4,196 

2,731,280 

81,009 

1,156 

2,817,641 

Legal  fees 

- 

32,391 

270 

- 

32,661 

Public  relations 

2,634 

78,764 

2,910 

- 

84,308 

Public  education 

3,335 

26,850 

1,255 

163 

31,603 

Utilities  and  telephone 

18 

339,218 

304 

57 

339,597 

Postage 

370 

165,079 

155,204 

456 

321,109 

Equipment  rental  and  maintenance 

10,621 

815,736 

20,658 

3,842 

850,857 

Insurance 

2,500 

77,985 

- 

- 

80,485 

Depreciation 

7,129 

665,674 

- 

- 

672,803 

Rent 

16,800 

(16,800) 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

95 

97,144 

11,617 

1,564 

110,420 

Total  Program  Expenses 

$282,046 

$32,858,753 

$666,137 

$68,907 

$33,875,843 

Program  A:  APH  Museum 

Program  B:  Production,  support,  and  administrative  expenses  related  to  producing  products  for  people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
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— Schedules  of  Costs  (continued) 

Prnnr^rlfc:  ^°sts  of  Pr°ducts  Distributed,  General  and  Administrative, 

9 upport,  Fund-Raising,  and  Development  Functional  Expenses 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2014 


Program  A 

Program  B 

Fund-Raising 

Development 

Total 

Costs  of  materials  and  production 

$ 

$14,689,481 

$ 31,600 

$ 

$14,721,081 

Labor  costs 

188,181 

11,515,363 

320,961 

57,991 

12,082,496 

Supplies 

5,457 

913,747 

4,407 

650 

924,261 

Dues  and  subscriptions 

942 

94,134 

2,641 

300 

98,017 

Travel 

2,637 

154,407 

8,712 

940 

166,696 

Professional  service  fees 

3,538 

1,968,633 

133,879 

1,750 

2,107,800 

Legal  fees 

- 

20,392 

33 

— 

20,425 

Public  relations 

2,254 

64,692 

12,006 

42 

78,994 

Public  education 

3,761 

19,806 

1,400 

111 

25,078 

Utilities  and  telephone 

14 

430,675 

334 

51 

431,074 

Postage 

436 

160,403 

95,084 

3,995 

259,918 

Equipment  rental  and  maintenance 

360 

606,269 

26,577 

1,239 

634,445 

Insurance 

2,500 

88,417 

- 

- 

90,917 

Depreciation 

15,701 

625,115 

- 

- 

640,816 

Rent 

16,800 

(16,800) 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

18,745 

75,367 

3,236 

492 

97,840 

Total  Program  Expenses 

$261,326 

$31,410,101 

$640,870 

$67,561 

$32,379,958 

Program  A:  APH  Museum 

Program  B:  Production,  support,  and  administrative  expenses  related  to  producing  products  for  people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
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Featured  APH  Products  Released  During,  Fiscal  Year  2015 


APH’s  product  lines  uphold  our  mission 
Products  released  during  Fiscal  2015  are 


and  include  a wide  variety  of  unique  educational  and  daily  living  items, 
highlighted  throughout  this  report.  Here  are  a few  more  examples. 


Orion  TI-30XS  MultiView™ 
Talking  Scientific  Calculator 


Parents  and  Their  Infants  with  Visual  Impairments 


PAIVI 


Parents  and  Their  Infants  with  Visual  Impairments  (PAIVI), 
is  an  updated  version  of  the  APH’s  classic  Parents  and  Visually 
Impaired  Infants  (PAVII).  This  set  ol  materials  is  designed  to  help 
parents  and  teachers  of  infants  who  are  visually  impaired  become 
involved  as  primary  members  of  the  intervention  team. 


This  fully-accessible  handheld 
scientific  calculator  was  developed 
by  APH  in  partnership  with  Orbit 
Research ' and  Texas  Instruments®. 
This  is  a standard  Texas  Instruments 
calculator  with  an  attachment  that 
allows  powerful  spoken  access  to  the 
calculator  functions. 


CVI  Complexity  Sequences,  eBook 
and  Interactive  Cards 


Ihis  digital  version  of  CVI  Complexity  Sequences  was  developed 
for  use  with  tablet  devices.  The  CVI  Complexity  Sequences  Ki, 
includes  cards  that  present  sequences  of  images  designed  to  help 
cut  cuts  identify  a target  image  in  the  presence  of  increasing 
amounts  of  background  information.  The  digital  edition  contains 
the  same  information  as  the  kit,  bu,  also  includes  an  interactive 
feature:  successfully  touching  the  target  image  results  in  an 
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American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

Building  Independence  Since  1858 


1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40206  USA 


www.aph.org  | http://shop.aph.org 


Cover  Image:  The  Joy  Player 

the  Joy  I layer  is  a personal  electronic  device  that  allows  individuals  with  visual 
and  multiple  impairments  to  access  music  and  audio  books  independently, 
rhis  fun  and  educational  APH  product  was  introduced  during  fiscal  2015. 


